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“"Women of Vision
Charlotte Retreat”

Women of Vision Charlotte held a Fall Retreat
on Monday, September 10, 2007, at Christ Episcopal
Church. Partnership Co-Chairs Terri Hart and Kitty
Bauknight opened the meeting with prayer and respon-
sive reading from Psalm 24, Terri introduced the theme
for the year - Widen Our World. *“lt is an expression of
our prayer that God would
make us more aware of
people both near to us and
in far away places that
need His healing touch.
Further, that He would
give us hearts willing to
come alongside them in
His name.”

We were all in-
spired by a devotion given
by Dee Reid. She focused
on her summer experience
with her daughter. Dee
and other mothers todk
their daughters on a mis-
sion trip to Appalachia.

It was a life-changing
experience for the girls

in Appalachia and for the
mothers and their daugh-
ters from Charlotte. They
saw God at work in their

“Sometimes God's greatest treasures are found, not in
the fruit and fortune of our successes, but the ashes of
our defeats and sorrows.” Muarilee Pierce Dunker

dress was “Destined for Significance.” “Destined for
Significance” is for the woman who knows that God
has destined her to do “great and mighty things that she
knows not™ and who would hike to get busy doing it!
She stressed that within every child of God
there is a deep yearning to live out our faith in a way
that blesses the lives of
our loved ones and helps
others to understand and
accept God’s love, mercy
and righteousness, The
power of our testimony
will ultimately change
the world that we live in.
This desire is our spiritual
DMNA. It is embedded
in the fabric of God’s
plan and purpose for our
lives. But too often we
live beneath the level of
God’s best. “Destined for
Significance™ gives the
Biblical foundation and
practical applications
that equip all children of
God for a life of purpose,
blessing and significance.
She reminded us of our
call to “Let our hearts be
broken by the things that

midst. The Girls of Vision
will return next summer,

The devotion was
tollowed by the partners singing “Surely the Presence of
the Lord™, led by Anita Zeigler and accompanied on the
piano by Marilyn Chambers.

Mary Vogen introduced our guest speaker,
Marile¢ Pierce Dunker, the daughter of the founder of
World Vision, Bob Pierce. Marilee’s theme for the ad-

break the heart of God.”
By doing so we let God
interfere mn our lives, make us uncomfortable and put a
call on our lives.
Following the address by Marilee, the partners
participated in small group discussions.



Reading List

Nisa, Marjorie Shastak
An enthnography of a Kung woman
from Southern Atfrica

Do They Hear You When You
Cry, Fauziya Kassindja

(About Female Genital Mutilation)
Kassindja's idyllic childhood in
Togo, West Africa, ended with

her beloved father’s sudden death,
Foreed into an arranged marriage at
age 17, she was told to prepare for
kakia, the rtual also known as fe-
mile renital mutilation. It is a ritual
no woman can refuse, but Kassindja
dared 1o try,

Desert Flower, Waris Diric
{Memair of a Somali-born UN Spe-
cial Ambassador)

Pathologies and Power:
Health, Human Rights, and

the New War on the Poor,

Dr. Paul Farmer

Dr. Farmer, a physician and anthro-
pologist with 20 years experience
working in Haiti, Peru, and Russia,
challenges conventional thinking
within human rights circles and
exposes the relationships between
political and economic injustice, on
one hand, and the suffgring and ill-
ness of the powerless, on the other.

Health and Human Rights:
A Reader

Jonathan Mann et al, editors

Health and Human Rights: A
Reader is the first comprehensive an-
thology of essays in this new field to
address the balance between public
health and human rights awareness.
This essential collection covers
issues including ethnic cleansing,
waorld population policies, women's
reproductive choices, the Nuremberg
Code, and HIV/AIDS policies and
lrcalments.

Abyssinian Chronicles, Moses
Isegawa (Fiction)

Moses Isegawa’s unforgettable tale
is centered around the coming of age
of Mugezi, a charming and quick-
witted young man who manages to
make it through the hellish reign of
Idi Amin and experiences firsthand
the most crushing aspects of Ugan-
dan society. Mugezi's odyssey, from
a small rural community to the ity
of Kampala and, ultimately, across
the borders of Uganda, is a riveting
work from and powerful, passionate,
and humorous new literary voice.

Dangerous Surrender: What
Happens When You Say Yes to
God, Kay Warren

In Dangerous Surrender, Kay War-
ren explains how five years ago, she
received a call from God to be active
m the fight against HIV/ALDS, In-
terwoven with the inspiring story of
her growing involvement in fighting
the AIDS pandemic is a heautiful de-
scription of her spiritual journey. It
15 narrative that capnares your heart
and you’ll be blessed by Kay's story.

Eyewitness to a Genocide: The
United Nations and Rawanda,
Michael Barnett

Choice Magazine Outstanding
Academic Title

“(ffers a chilling explanation of
why the UN forces were hacked to
death in 1994, . Barnett, a political
officer in America’s mission to the
LN, blames an institutional culture
which led the UNs well-intentioned
staff to become entangled in con-
flicting interests and end up con-
cluding that doing nothing was the
proper way to proceed.”

There is No Me Without You:
One Woman'’s Odyssey to Res-
cue Africa’s Children,

Melissa Fay Greene

Melissa Fay Greene’s award winning
book is the story of Mr Haregewoin
Teferra, a middle-class Ethiopian
widow whose home became a refuge
for hundreds of AIDS orphans and
about a few remarkable children who
moved through her life.

COMING EVENTS
Thursday, February 28th

FUNDEAISER __ Quail Hollow Country Club,

Speaker: Peggy Wehmeyer

Wednesday, March 12th

Partnership Meeting, 1 -2:30 Church at Charlotte

Speaker; Rory Anderson

Wednesday, April 16th

Friendraiser - Quail Hollow Country Club

Speaker: Dale Hanson Bourke)

Wednesday, May Tth

Partmership Meeting, 1-2:30 TBA

Speaker: Debbie Alexander

EXCITING NEWS FROM THE APPALACHIAN TEAM

We will sponsor |8 teenagers from Philippe for the Revolve Tour that takes place in
Charlore on February 25 and 26th. The Revolve Tour is a Christian conference for
teen age girls and co-sponsored with World Vision,

Meighbor to Neighbor Project will be April 18th from 10 -2

Swmmer Carmp in Philippt will be July 12th to the 14th.



A Walk to Beautiful

On October 2, 2007 Women of Vision Charlotie

and guests were treated to a private showing of the film “A

Walk to Beautiful ™ This film was made with the intention
of raising public awareness of the

tragedy and devastation wrought A private showing of
1§

by obstetric fistula, an inherently
curible condition.

Thanks to our Inierna-
tional Ministry team, Frannie
Martin and Scottie Lindsay, for
making arrangements, A special
thank vou to Engel Fntertain-
ment, Producers of the film, for
allowing us to show the film
for this event and 10 Herman
Stone: Consolidated Theatres for
donating the use of the theatre at
Phillips Place..

“A Walk to Beautiful”
tells the stories of five Ethio-
pian women who suffer from
devastating childbirth injuries
and make the journey to reclaim
their lost dignity. Rejected by
their husbands and ostracized by their communities, these
women are left to spend the rest of their lives in loneliness
and shame. The tials they endure and their attempts to
rebuild their lives tell a universal story of hope, courage,
and transformation.

Ayehu, Almaz, Zewdie, Yenenesh and Wubete
suffered through prolonged, unrelieved obstructed labor in
a country with few hospitals and even fewer roads to get
to them. Although they survived the often-fatal childbirth
experience, they were left with a stillborm baby and the
feeling, as Ayehu tells us, that “even death would be bet-

ter than this.™ The obstructed labor has left each of them
incontinent. In most of their cases, this is the result of

an obstetric fisiula, a hole in the birth canal. We discover
Ayehu, 25, living in a makeshifi
shack behind her mother’s house
where she has hidden for four
years, shunned by siblings and
neighbors alike because of her
smell. She hesitantly begins her
journey on foot. Once she gets

to the Fistula Hospital in Addis
Ababa, she realizes for the first
time that she 1sn’t the only person
in the world suffering from this
devastating problem. At the hospi-
tal we meet Almaz, a woman also
in her 207, who was abducted by
her now-husband in a village mar-
ket and has suffered from double
fistula for three years.

Zewdie, 38, has five children
longing for their mother to be
well, Though abandoned by her
husband, Zewdie is supported by
the strong extended family that surrounds her, As for
Wubete and Yenenesh, both 17, early marriage and their
small physical stature (the result of undernourishment
and heavy labor) determined the ragic outcome of their
first pregnancies. For these two girls a cure is not simple.
We're with them as they struggle with disappointing news
and later as their youthful determunation triumphs. We
follow each of these women on their journeys to the Addis
Ababa Fistula Hospital, where they find solace for the first
time in years, and we stay with them as therr lives begin to
change.

2007-08 PROJECT/TEAM UPDATES

News from Appalachia! Information by Kitty Bauknight

The Women of Vision Appalachia team visited Philippi, West Virginia on the weekend of November 29th, 2007. This
year the team included Cherie Higgins, Bitsy Martin, Clifford Boyd, Kinty Bauknight, Abbie Boggs, Rush Coe, Kay Nor-
ns, Suzanne Sloan, Barrett Ranson and Barret Butler. The visit was a tremendous one as the relationships with many of the
children and mothers are growing stronger and deeper with the Lord's Blessing.

All the children of KadREACH (a World Vision after-school program) were read a Christas book that was given to
them and celebrated a Birthday Party for Baby Jesus. The children received and opened their presents of coats and beautiful
stockings, which were donated by over forty of our Women of Vision members. That evening the town of Philippi held their
Christmas parade and participating Partners cheered on many of the girls that they have come to know and love.

It was freezing, und wonderful. The evening ended by breaking bread with Ruston Seamon and his World Vision
leadership teamn mn Appalachia. Information on new programs being planned and an annual report on the Family Initiative

(continued on Page 6)



Kennedy and Smith Speak

at Partnership Meeting

A Partnership meeting was held at Church at
Charlotte, on Wednesday, October 3, 2007. Our guest
speaker, Sister Ruth Kennedy, was introduced by Sue
Makepeace. Ruth is a trained nursing sister and a mid-
wife. She is the Public Relations Liaison Officer for the
Hamlin Fistula Hospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. She
brings a story of hope for the women of Ethiopia who
have suffered with sadness, isolation, and rejection result-
ing from complications of childbirth. These complica-
tions include many orthopedic conditions. She discussed
the formation of a world wide foundation and the estab-
lishment of the world famous Hamlin Fistula Hospital by

doctors Reginald and Catherine Hamlin. She spoke about

Dr. Catherine Hamlin’s vision: The right of every woman
to have a safe delivery and a live baby.

We were humbled and honored to have Sister
Ruth travel half way around the world and visit Women
of Vision Charlote for a couple of days. Her comments
certainly touched our hearts,

We continued our meeting with a presentation
by Mury Olive Smith, Director/Producer of “A Walk to
Beautiful.” She explained that the deadlines that accom-
pany television praductions don't give you the freedom
alforded in fong-Torm documentary. Tt is a tremendous
challenge and reward to start with an issue and end up
with a story. Her crew settled in the rural Amhara region
of Ethiopia to find women suffering from a problem that
results in their social isolation; a difficult task, to say the
least. On the verge of giving up, they were finally led by
a schoolboy to a woman in his village who was “leaking.”
Tips from an old woman begging outside a clinic resulted
in the discovery of Ayehu. Prior to going to Ethiopia,
Mary believed that her greatest challenge would be get-

et
a5

Mary Olive Smith

“They come here, we put them in a bed with white
sheets and a blanket,” Kennedy says. “They've
been sleeping on a goatskin in their village, but
that doesn’t mean that’s how we treat them in our
hospital. We have them in beds. We give them a
nightdress. We give them a shawl.”

ting the Amharan to open up. Surprisingly, they were in
such desperate need of telling their stories that foreigners
with strange equipment in their hands were no impedi-
ment. Ms. Smith explained that their desire for change
was so strong, and their trust so deep, engaging in the
process of helping these women find a cure proved to be
one of the greatest responsibilities and most rewarding
activities of her life.

During our Fundraiser or any other “giving time™ i’ a
matching gift is given, the employer/Corporation must
direct the matching gift to Women of Vision Charlotte,

Help Needed:

Welcome o any partner who is able to come set up for
our Fundraiser on Thursday, February 28th at 10 AM,

Ouail Hollow Country Club. Any information needed
contact Mary Long, Fundraiser Chairman,

It Would Help!

If anyone has extra dividend airline miles that they would
like 1o offer the chapter it would be appreciated. We use

these miles to bring in our speakers. Contact either Terri

or Kitty with the info. Thanks!




Noted Authority on
the Politics of Africa
Speaks to Partners

Ovwer one hundred partners and guests gathered at the Mint Museum on
November 15, 2007, for a reception and program featuring [, Ken Menkhauos, Pro-
tessor of Political Science at Davidson College. A sincere thank you to Kay Norris
and Posey Mealy for organizing and providing a lovely reception.

Following the reception, pariners and guesis gathered [or the lecture. Tern
Hart welcomed everyone and emphasized our goal to
educate ourselves and others about the condition of
women and children in poverty,

Toler Edwards introduce Dr. Ken Menkhaus.
Dr. Menkhaus, received his Ph,D, in International
Studies at the University ol South Caroling in 1989,
Prior to assuming his post at Davidson College, he
taught tor two vears at American University in Cairo,
Egypt.

Dir. Menkhaus’ regional specialization is the
Horn of Africa. His special ficlds of interest include
state tailure, protracted conflict, post conflict recon-
struction, humanitarian intervention, and political
Islam.

Dr. Ken Menkhans

Dr. Menkhaus explained to us that the Horn

il : : Professor of
of Africa 1s one of the most complex and conflicted Politicel! Science,
regions of the world. Each of the countries of the Davidson College

Horn - Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti and Su-

dan - suffers from protracted political strife, arising from local and national griev-
ance, identity politics and regional inter-state rivalries. For 150 years the Horn
has also been a theatre for strategic power struggles: the British Empire’s demand
1o control the Red Sea, Egypt’s attempt o control the Nile Waters, the Cold War
confrontation, and most recently the U.S. Administration’s “Gilobal War on Terror.”
In each of these strugglées, the principal countries of the Horn switched sides at
crucial junctures.

The rise of the Union of Islamic Courts in Somalia, the Ethiopian inva-
sion to install the President Abdullahi Yousif in power, and the U.S. bombing raids
aimed at suspected al Qa'’ida members have again highlighted the turbulence of the
Horn. The resurgent conflict in Somalia comes against the backdrop of a success-
ful exercise in locally-driven reconstruction in Somaliland (north-west Somalia),
an unresolved war between Ethiopia and Eritrea, internal political crisis in both
countries, and a host of active, latent and imminent conflicts in Sudan. Meanwhile,
African institutions— notably the African Union, headquartered in Addis Ababa
are struggling to establish new principles and an architecture for regional peace and
security.

Women of Vision Charlotte
Christmas Coffee

Kuthylee Thompson graciously hosted a beautiful Christmas coffee for
Women of Vision Charlotte. We celebrated Our Saviors Birth with a Christmas
mueditation from Jean Ford.

Women of Vision, a volunteer
ministry of World Vision, is a
partnership of Christian women
who are called o invest their time,
intellect, compassion, creativity

and finances to meet the needs of
impoverished and oppressed women
and children. Founded in 1950
World Vision 15 an inlernational
Christian humunitarian organizalion
serving the world’s poorest

children and families in nearly 100
countries, including the United
States. As women who believe that
God works through human hands
and hearts, Women of Vision seeks
o educate and motivate women

of diverse ages, backgrounds, and
circumslances 1o use their God-
given resources o meel hurman
needs in their own communities and
around the world.

MISSION STATEMENT
In the name of Christ, we are
committed to making a significant
difference through Him, by Him,
in Him, in the lives of women

and children in poverty in our
community and in the world.

WOMEN OF VISION OF

CHARLOTTE GOALS

- Deepen our commitment to
Christ,
Promote and increase
awareness of World Vision
and 118 international mission
of relief and development,
working with the poor in the
narne of Christ,
Educate ourselves and others
about the condition of women
and children in poverty.,
Strengthen committed
partnership within the
organization working to
increase diversity.
Make a significant difference
in lives of women and children
in poverty as we work together
in partnership with World
Vision internationally, Women
ot Vision nationally, each
other locally, people we serve
globally, and with all other
organizations.




Women of Vision Welcomes New Members

b

Top Rew: L-R Peggy Tison, Karen Bailey, Susan Goode, Lawra Smith, Lauva
Parks, Millie Newton, Liz James Lisa Cronty. Middle Row: L-K  Nicole Gif-

bert, Christy Walls, Katie Charlebois, Nicky Bryant. Bostom Row: L-R  Salfy
Jurreii, Lawra Seoir, Cydne Watterson, Colleen Ludington

This past fall the Cross Cultural leaders, Rush
Coe and Marilyn Chambers, received a record number of
puositive responses to their invitation, Jan Stubblefield and
Mary Vogen offered to facilitate a second class on Tues-
day momings. In November we had thirty one women
join our partnership!!!

Two ¢lasses was not the only change - opportuni-
ties tor the new partners were organized to offer them a
better understanding of the difterent areas of Women ot
Vision Charlotte. They served meals at the Harvest Center
on December 4th and 5th. In January they stuffed mvi-

tations to the Fundraiser, and attended a luncheon and
letter writing event offered by Child Sponsorship. The
new partners will be putting together AIDS caregiver kits
on February 5th they will be joined by the International
team and any of the other partners that would like to join
them. They will also help the Appalachian team in the
new venture Neighbor to Neighbor on April 19th. These
events will hopefully give them a taste of what Women af
Vision Charlotte is all about and help them feel a part of
our chapter.

NEW MEMBERS
Karen Bailey (Jim)
Sissy Bowers (Frank)
Nicki Bryant (David)
Cindy Castano

Lisa Crotty {Jonathan)
Amy Fonville (Chuck)
Valerie Glass (Casey)
Liz James (Paul} Sally Jarrett (Tom)
Colleen Ludington Millie Newton (Ed)
Henny Muldowney (Sean) Laura Park (Roy)

Betrie Pleasant (Danny) Marjorie Redding (David)
Catherine Schumer (Ron)  Laura Scott { Lawrence)
Laura Smith Peggy Tyson (William)
Bea Van Every (Lance) Christy Walls {Wesley)
Rebecca Walsh (John} Lynn Warnock (Trey)
Cynde Watterson (Paul)

Lauren Benson (Dave)

Gwen Brady (Jon)

Virginia Carstarphen (William)
Katie Charleboiis (Wynn)

Tina Early {Jubal)

Nicole Gilbert (Sean)

Susan Goode (Royden)

Project/Team Updates

(continued from Page 3)

there in Phillipi.

On Saturday morning, Homen of Vision Charlorte
hosted our second Summer Camp Reunion. The girls
were thrilled to all be back together and were kept busy
with two crafts and lots of sharing, To our greatest joy, 15
of the girls’ mothers joined in for the Reunion and Bitsy
Martin and Marilyn Shearer were able to lead a dynamic
discussion on many issues important (o them. The morning
ended with lunch and the girls opening their special camp
sweatshirts.

Overall the weekend was a true success. We felt
the Lord’s Blessing among us and were all touched by the
truth of our need to be with these children and share our
Faith, Love and Time with them, They are waiting for our
returmn.

Special thanks to Anne Dowd who spearheaded the
sweatshirt @ft, and for each member who donated the coats
and stockings. The children truly need these things. Alsoa
very BIG thank vou to Stewart Gordon and the Buttercup

for their very generous donation to the Time Share Bank.
The Buttercup donated more than 20 bags of children’s
wifts, clothing, and well needed brand new itemns. Thank
you, thank you all!

Harvest Center!

The Harvest Center Commuittee is still dedicated to
serving breakfast and lunch on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
with many volunteers from Woman of Vision Charlotte fill-
ing these needs.

The knitting group 1s still meeting on Tuesday
mornings and has many beautiful baby gifts, blankets,
shawls, for sale. Please remember them when thinking of a
special gift for someone. Also, feel free to make a donation
to the knitting committee.

International! AIDS Caregiver Kits:

Mary Vogen, Sue Makepeace, and Teri Bradley are
asking for volunteers to put together AIDS caregiver kits
that World Vision has provided with the supplies. The kits
will be assembled on February Sth from 10-11:30 AM. Our
Charlotte Partnership will assemble fifty kits.






