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Dear Women of Vision and Friends:

Wow! What a year we are having with
Charlotte Women of Vision! We began our vear
with our Annual Partnership Retreat and spent the
day “Dhnscovering Our Spiritwal Gifts” with
Martlvn Chadwick. As a result, we gained new
insight into how we might utilize those gifts for
Our various ministries,

October brought a spellbinding talk on the
Middle East crisis from Di. Robert Cooley, Presi-
dent Emeritus of Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary. Many in the audience took notes and
there were requests that Dr. Cooley return to our
Partnership o “tell us more!” How complex the
problems; how hittde we know about a solution,

November's Special Event unfolded with a
dinner party at Lisa and Ed Weisiger’s beautiful
home to highlight World Vision Child Sponsor-
ship and to hear Moses Pulei from Kenya. We
listened o his story and were challenged by his
transition from a Masai village boy living in a
dung hut to an articulate leader who speaks six
languages, has two Master’s degrees and is now
working on his Doctorate degree in California.
His warmth and wit were captivating and we
realized the terrific significance Child Sponsor-
ship can make in one child’s lLife.

The New Year opened with new honizons
a5 we studied and learned about Ethiopia from
Penny Wood, National Director of Women of
Vision and Margaret Shuler, World Vision East
Alrica Program Director.

In January, seven from our Partnership
represented our Chapter on a magnificent trip to
Ethiopia. Our purpose was to see and begin
relationships within our project, the Addis Ababa
Fistula Hospital. As Frannie Martin from our trip

s s0 aptly said, “We lefl for a
P cause, we returned with a
passion.” We were excited to
share our perspectives at our
March Partnership Meeting.

The crescendo builds this
month when World Vision
President Rich Stearns comes
to Charlotte to speak at our
annual Special Event
Fundraiser. He will also host
our Community Leadership
Seminar on the global HIV-AIDS pandemic and
World Vision's response, “The Hope Initiative,”
We are thrilled that Dr. Joe Riverson, World
Vision Ghana, and Dr. C. Everett Koop, past U5,
Surgeon General, will join Rich for this important
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As we look to May, it will be time for us

o “pass the gavel” and tum the leadership over to
our new Co-Chairmen, Ann Thomas and Peggy
McBryde. Their leadership and dedication to
World Vision/Women of Vision 1s wonderful! Not
only are we so grateful that these two women
have been chosen, but we will watch with great
expectation as they strengthen the foundations of
our new chapter as well as move us into new
frontiers!

In closing, I want each of you to know
how profoundly grateful I am for the extraordi-
nary opportunity to have walked this journey with
you — bringing and building Charlotte Women of
Vision. It has changed my life! More that I can
say, I'm deeply thankful for your suppeort, encour-
agement and endearing friendships. Know that 1
will always be there behind you, cheering you on
with devotion and love, and beside you as we seck
to follow our Lord’s vision every step of the way.

BDeborah Harris
Prazident,
Charlone Wold







