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Dear Women of Vision and Friends:

Wow! What a year we are having with
Charlotte Women of Vision! We began our vear
with our Annual Partnership Retreat and spent the
day “Dhnscovering Our Spiritwal Gifts” with
Martlvn Chadwick. As a result, we gained new
insight into how we might utilize those gifts for
Our various ministries,

October brought a spellbinding talk on the
Middle East crisis from Di. Robert Cooley, Presi-
dent Emeritus of Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary. Many in the audience took notes and
there were requests that Dr. Cooley return to our
Partnership o “tell us more!” How complex the
problems; how hittde we know about a solution,

November's Special Event unfolded with a
dinner party at Lisa and Ed Weisiger’s beautiful
home to highlight World Vision Child Sponsor-
ship and to hear Moses Pulei from Kenya. We
listened o his story and were challenged by his
transition from a Masai village boy living in a
dung hut to an articulate leader who speaks six
languages, has two Master’s degrees and is now
working on his Doctorate degree in California.
His warmth and wit were captivating and we
realized the terrific significance Child Sponsor-
ship can make in one child’s lLife.

The New Year opened with new honizons
a5 we studied and learned about Ethiopia from
Penny Wood, National Director of Women of
Vision and Margaret Shuler, World Vision East
Alrica Program Director.

In January, seven from our Partnership
represented our Chapter on a magnificent trip to
Ethiopia. Our purpose was to see and begin
relationships within our project, the Addis Ababa
Fistula Hospital. As Frannie Martin from our trip

s s0 aptly said, “We lefl for a
P cause, we returned with a
passion.” We were excited to
share our perspectives at our
March Partnership Meeting.

The crescendo builds this
month when World Vision
President Rich Stearns comes
to Charlotte to speak at our
annual Special Event
Fundraiser. He will also host
our Community Leadership
Seminar on the global HIV-AIDS pandemic and
World Vision's response, “The Hope Initiative,”
We are thrilled that Dr. Joe Riverson, World
Vision Ghana, and Dr. C. Everett Koop, past U5,
Surgeon General, will join Rich for this important
SCITHILAL

As we look to May, it will be time for us

o “pass the gavel” and tum the leadership over to
our new Co-Chairmen, Ann Thomas and Peggy
McBryde. Their leadership and dedication to
World Vision/Women of Vision 1s wonderful! Not
only are we so grateful that these two women
have been chosen, but we will watch with great
expectation as they strengthen the foundations of
our new chapter as well as move us into new
frontiers!

In closing, I want each of you to know
how profoundly grateful I am for the extraordi-
nary opportunity to have walked this journey with
you — bringing and building Charlotte Women of
Vision. It has changed my life! More that I can
say, I'm deeply thankful for your suppeort, encour-
agement and endearing friendships. Know that 1
will always be there behind you, cheering you on
with devotion and love, and beside you as we seck
to follow our Lord’s vision every step of the way.

BDeborah Harris
Prazident,
Charlone Wold
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W.O.V. TEAM HELPS C.O.C.M.
DREAM BECOME REALITY

On a beaurtiful November afternoon,
partners [rom Charlotte WOV and representatives
of Community Outreach Christian Ministries
gathered in the yard of a newly renovated house in
Charlotte’s center city, The occasion marked the
completion of COCM Pastor Barbara Cameron’s
dream for a ransitional residence for homeless
women and their children

The Charlotte WOV COCM Team shared
Pastor Cameron’s wish for & means (o serve
women who were struggling with the challenges
of poverty. The
project began with a
commitment ol
Hnancial support for
the renovation and
furmishing of a house
owned by COCM.

House Chair-
person Theresa Hall
coordinated the many
WOV partners who
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nearly new furniture, =

applhances. carpet-and drapenies. One WOV
partner steercd two Eagle Scouts (her grandson
and his buddy ) to the house for service projects.
Their efforts produced a storage shed, a swing set
and new screens for the porch! Each partner

First residents of

Rosa'ts Howuse

involved was encouraged in her faith as she saw
the work of God’s transforming grace change a
vacant, rundown structure into a beautiful, wel-
coming home.

T'he highlight of the dedication ceremony
was the introduction of the women and children
who would be the first residents of Rosa’'s House.
named to honor Rosa Marion, Director of
COCM’s Harvest Kitchen Qutreach.. They re-
cewved gifts of Bibles and a plaque for the house
inscribed with Proverbs 31:20: “She opens her
arms to the poor and she extends her hands 1o the

Charfome WOV Parmers with COCM
mmbers at dedication of Rosa’s House.




WORLD VISION: THE HOPE INITIATIVE

On Wednesday, April 23, 2003 World Everett Koop and Charlotte infectious disease
Vision will host a roundtable discussion on the specialist Dr. Bill Porter.
global pandemic of HIV/AIDS. It will take The Hope Initiative is a $100 million
place at the Uptown Hilton from 9:30am to worldwide campaign to help care for a genera
[ 1:00am. tion of children who have been affected by
The panel moderator will be Richard HIV/AIDS. Its goal is to provide comprehen-

Stearns, President and CEO, World Vision. sive assistance in the areas of basic needs,
Presenters include Dr. Joe Riverson, World education and spiritual support to children and
Vision, former U.S. Surgeon General Dr. C. families.

In Memoriam

The Charlotte Women of Vision unwed girls, battered women and people
partners were deeply saddened infected with HIV/AIDS.
by the passing of one of their ] - Sister Mary Thomas's
founding partners and Board tireless efforts on behalf on the
members, Sister Mary Thomas helpless and the hopeless
Burke, who died November 24, made her the recipient of
2002, numerous Community service
awards as well as the love and
respect of all who knew her. In
2001, on the occasion of her
receipt of the Echo
Foundation’s esteemed Award
Against Indifference she told
the Charlomne Observer,
*I have never wanted to be
sitting on the sidelines and just
watching the world go by and
seeing other people in pain
while I could do something

She was born Annie
Josephine Burke in Westport,
County Mayo, Ireland. She
took the name Sister Mary
Thomas when she entered the
order of the Sisters of Mercy.
She was educated at Belmont
Abbey College (NC),
Georgetown University (DC)
and UNC-Charlotie.

Dr. Burke distinguished
herself academically at UNC -

Charlotie where she founded P Lt D Moy, Thomas Burbe about it."”

and chaired the Counseling : A memorial fund in

Department. She was still honor of Dr. Burke has been

teaching there at the time of her death. But her established at UNC-Charlotte.

true legacy was the Christian servant ministry

that defined her life. Dr. Mary Thomas Burke Junior Faculty
She was mstrumental in the beginnings Fellowship

of many social and religions service organiza- Oftice of University Development

tons whose missions involved outreach 1o the UNC-Charlotte
abused, the addicted and the poor. Her relief 9201 University City Blvd.
work helped runaway teens, pregnant and Charlotte, NC 28223-0001




CHILD SPONSORSHIP DINNER

The week before Thanksgiving, eighty
Charlotte WOV partners and spouses gathered for
a buttet dinner at the home of Lisa and Ed
Welsiger.

The dinner speaker was Moses Pulei. a
Maasai born in Oloitotok (Kenya) near the base of
Mount Kilimanjaro. His dreams were to be a
“good” Maasi which meant simply surviving and
becoming a good warrior.

Today the “37-i1sh” year-old California
doctoral student travels the country on behalf of
World Vision speaking about his experiences as a : :
sponsored child. Moses Puled (left) with his cousin Daniel in Kenya.

Moses described the improved health
conditions, economic growth and education Vision.”
opportuniries that he and many other children n The evening with Moses provided Char-
his community received thanks o the efforts of lotte partners and their guests an opportunity to
World Vision. witness the dramatic difference child sponsorship
“Needless to say, my hife would [not] be ¢an make—one life at a lime.

the same,” said Moses, “had 1t not been for World

SPIRITUAL GIFTS FOCUS OF 2nd
ANNUAL RETREAT

The Charlotte WOV held ity second annual day long Partner-
ship Retreat in September. Marilyn Chadwick, wife of Forest Hills
Presbyterian Church pastor David Chadwick, lead the participants in
her custom designed spiritual gift inventory.

Normally a 7-week seminar, for the retreat Ms. Chadwick
condensed the curriculum into handouls for use by small groups.
Fach spiritual gift,
serving, leaching,
é‘!!n’."f)h‘#'dgf.i!g. contrib- Debarah Harris [right} introduces
Marilyvie Chadwick ar Fall

Parmership Retrear

wring 1o others’
needs, leadership and
mercy had a scriptural basis. The participants left
with their individual “scores™ in the gift categories
and a concrete plan of how best to utilize these gifts
in fulfillment of God’s plan for service (o others.

Citing Romans 12:12, Ms, Chadwick concluded
the retreat with Paul’s exhortation to be “Joyful in
Ind Annual Charioue WOV Partnership Retrear, }IUPU._ [_ﬂititllt in affliction, faithful in pru}fur."




ROAD TO ETHIOPIA

The Trip tions have healed young girls since the Hospital
opened. All medical students from Ethiopia who
plan 1o specialize in gynecology must do a rotation
at the Fistula Hospital,

For over a year, our team praved, planned,
met and educated ourselves. The trip o Ethiopia
was on and then off—our emotions ranged from

cager anticipation (o disappointment, uncertanly
and sadness. Then,
the decision wis
made to go ahead,
but 10 shorien the
trip. Also, we
decided 1o focus on
the Fistula Hospital
in Addis Ababa and
Lo visit several
World Vision Arca
Development
Programs.

January 20¢
was a beavniul
th‘.i:\ day—periect
for flying. We leli
confirmed by God

and “covered in

Charlore Trip Team with Fisiula Hospital Founder/IXirecror Dir

Catherine Hamlin beneath portrait of the late Dr. Reginald Hamiin

The typical profile of the fistula pauent is as
follows: A young
girl between the
ages of 12 and 18
becomes pregnant In
a marmage aranged
by her parents. She
is frail and malnour-
ished and childbirth
is difficult because
of her undersized
pelvis, Labor 15
difficult, lasting
from 2 (o 7 days.
When the baby 1s
finally delivered,
frequently stillbom,
the girl’s body is
badly torn between

prayver” by ou
World Vision triends
and families, The
[light was long, but
uneventiul. We
joined Penny Wood
in Frankfun. Our
ICam was niw

compiete

The Fisiula
Hospital

We could not
willt 1o visit the
Fistula Hospital
established in 1974

Antsokia Valley women selected for micro-enterprise profect.

her vagina and
rectum, resulting in
leakage of urine and
solid waste. She is
rejected by her
¢_* husband and must
return Lo her parents
£ who love her. If she
W can find her way
™ the Fistula Hospital,
1 she can be healed
physically and begin
to mend her broken
~ heart.
Al the hospital
we meet Dr. Hamlin,
a strong. tall, intelh-

by Drs. Regmald
and Cathenne
Hamlin. We planned a bnef visit to the hospital at
the beginning of the tnp and then a full day visit at
the end of our stay. Dr. Catherine Hamlin, 78, sull
oversees the hospital where six full-time surgeons
perform surgerics today, Mare than 20,000 opera-

gent lady with
bobbed gray hawr and sky blue eyes full of compas-
sion. On this day, using a ranslator, she i1s giving
hope to Mulu. a new patient brought here by her
brother. She gently explains that with surgery,

they can cure her in three weeks.
' if.-'LHIIHJ.'iE'E.II on rext page)




We saw repeated evidence that God cares
for these girls and has compassionately provided
for their needs through His servants at the Fistula
Hospital, One member of our team stated, “We
came for a cause, but we leave with a passion.”

Drrought in Ethiopia

The World Vision stalf asked lor our
prayers concerning Ethiopia’s drought, Currently
there are 14 million beneliciaries of World Vision
drought relief. We visited a World Vision Feeding
Station at Bofa Village where we saw a warehouse
filled with sacks of comn. The despair on the faces
of those waiting to carry home their ration broke
our hearts, We bring this message to you for your
help.

The Antsokia Valley

We left Addis in a small one-engine plane
for the Antsokia Valley Arca Development Program
{ADP) awed by the Ethiopian vastness and the
beauty of the Rift Valley. We tlew in from a morn-
ing surrounded by barrenness to an afternoon

Filling sacks with corn ai Bofa Village feeding station.

surrounded by
bounty and
beauty. In 1984,
World Vision’s
ADP begun
making changes
that proved to be
very successful in
helping people
become sell-
sufficient. There
are 28 World
Yision ADP’s in
Ethiopia, mostly
located along the

Rift Valley,

working with 4 ; ;

million people. D Hamdin speaks with new
I gﬁ[ign and Fistula Hespital patient, Mulu.

food securnty are
Key program components. People are educated and
trained, wells are dug, seeds are planted and new
ideas about agriculture are introduced. Slowly the
people move from despair. depnivation and starva-
tion to dignity, self-sufficiency and independence.

Abebe Ardeuu is an example of how one
person succeeded in that program. A victim of the
1984 famine, Abcbe lay on a stretcher, o weak
stand in the food lines. He was nursed to health by
World Vision workers and trained in their Farming
Extension Mode. He now teaches others how to
farm. Abebe Ardeuu is a successful farmer who
says today he never could have ““dreamed such a
life.” World Vision came to the Antsokia Valley,
communicated a vision into action and made an
overwhelming difference to the population there—
a vision only God could have planned for His
people.

Trip tearn members:
Toler Edwards
Deborah Harris
Terr Hart
Frannie Martin
Liz McKeithen
Suzanne Sloan
Penny Wood
Velva Woollen







