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[dear Partners,

Tt is the beginning of a new vear and we are excited
and thankful for the opportunity to co-chair this
committed and dynamic group of women. Fifty
pariners gathered for the 2004 retrear at Providence
United Methodist Chureh, We heard Penny Woad,
Mational Director of Women of Vision, talk about
our role as Christians and the vision God has tor his
people. This vear our theme will be Focus on the
¥ision, and the strategic approach and transforma-
tion of lives both in Third World countries and here

at home.

We are excited about 28 new women in the cross-
culural study, the International Team’s trip to
Fthiopia coming up in January, interest in Appala-
chus, new plans at the Harvest Center, and the many
and varied educalional oppartunities.

God has a huge plan for Charlotte’s Women of
Viston, and we will continue to respond to His call
as we use our gitts o serve in His name. *Owur
viston tor every child, ife in all its fullness, our
prayer for every heart, the will 1o make it so.”

Let™s get o work! See you in Ocrober.

Love to each of yvou,
Ginny and Velva
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Ginpy Shaw and Velva Woollen, WOV Charlotte Co-
Chairmen, welcome Nomonal Director Fenny Wood 1o the
September Partnership Retreat.
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September Retreat Begins
Year By "Focusing on
the Vision”

Crver 50 partners of Charlotte WOV gathered September
21 at Providence United Methodist Church for an inspira-
tional and thought-provoking retreat led by Penny Wood,
Mational Dircctor, Women of Vision, Emphasizing cur
theme for the vear, “Focus on the Vision — World Vision,”
Penny challenged the attendees 1o recognize that Women
of Vision places "ordinary women in extraordinary
situations.” She went on to ask, “Do others recognize we
have heen with Jesus?”

Cuoting Henri Nouwen, Penny shared the three disci-
plines needed to be a saint:

|. Fuocus continually
on the poor of the
waorld,
Trust that God
will truly care for
the poor that are
given to you o
provide and care
tor
3. Be surprised —
not by suffering —
but by joy.
Suffering is part
of the experience
of our life,
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“Is the line between
our needs and our
wants blurring our

Sfocus?”

She further asked, “Is the line between our needs and our
wants blurring our focus?” Both worry and greed are
forms of looking to possessions for security, which can
only come from God. By truly trusting in God’s care we
can have the peace and assurance He promises us all. As
Richard Foster tells us “there is misery when people lack
provision and there is misery when people make a life out
of provision.” She rerminded us we cannol serve two
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