January

A Program

.. WUMEN OF VIDION

Chapter = IR o RoeR .. HANOR
of World Vision

President’s Perspective

ear Women of Vision and Friends:

New beginnings spring from new
vision. We began in January 2000 with a new
vision and as we approach two vears since
beginning Women of Vision of Charlotte, we
seC our new vision becoming a reality.

Building strong foundations, we estab-
lished our roots of “spirituality, education,
partnership” which we expenence at each of
our mectings. And these “roots™ are producing
the “truits™ ol a vibrant group of women
dedicated to serving women and children in
poverty in our community and around the
world.

Although we've tripled n size and
number of partners, we remain closely con-
necled and commitied. The enthusiasm, [el-
lowship and involvement of our WoV 1s
obvious and has been noted by others

Why this commitment. you might ask
Perhaps most sigmiticantly because each
partner has a sense of “calling from Christ™ o
respond to the vision, o allow her “heart o be
broken by the things that break the heart of
God.” Perhaps we are so commilled because
we've grown o sincerely care for each other
and to know a new compassion and a sharp-
cned concern for those lives that are in such
need. Perhaps we are so committed because

we ve cach made the choee to accept the

challenge o move oul of our
comfort zones, W ravel
across lown or across the

e
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world. to walk along side
one another, to listen, to
share and 10 reach out
make a difference in others’
lives; and, as we’'ve seen, a

Deborah Harris

President, dilference has been made in
Charlorne Wol
Ours.

We re involved at Community Oul-
reach Chnistian Ministries where men and
women are being physically and spintually
fed and clothed, nounshed and nurtured,
supported and encouraged, and lives are being
transtormed.

We've been involved with BriarCreek
Community Outrcach and an international
project in Africa, while we also established a
new Mission Statement, Vision Statement.
Goals, Board of Directors and Executive
Committee. We've sent $13.0(0) 1o a women’s
center in Mali, Africa and have begun spon-
soring children in Africa. We've had outstand-
ing speakers and labulous special events! And
cach of us 1s gratelul to World Vision and to
Women of Vision that our new vision has
brought new beginmings to travel new paths of
purpose that have ennched our lives as we
make a signilicant diflerence in the hives ot

others!




BOURKE FEATURED AT
ANNUAL LUNCHEON

Syndicated columnist and author Dale
Hanson Bourke was the guest speaker at the
Charlotte Women of Vision annual luncheon held
May 9, 2001 at Quail Hollow Club.

Ms. Bourke, whose weekly column was
distributed nationwide, served on the Boards of
World Vision International and World Vision U.S.
She has traveled to Mali and Bosnia and praised
the work of World Vision/Women of Vision in
those countries,

Over 100 Charlotte WoV partners and their
guests enjoyed Ms. Bourke’s “Top Ten List™ of
reasons to become a Women of Vision and her
moving description entitled “Who is a Woman of
Vision?" which concluded:

How do vou know if vou are a woman
of vision? It doesn’t matter what vour
background or education, your re-
sources or your talents, your age or
your station in life. Only one thing
matters: A willing heart. If you affer
that to God, He will give you a vision.
And I promise you, you will never be
the same.
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Charlotte WoV parmers and guests enjoy Annual Spring
Luncheon ar Quail Hollow Club

FORMER AMBASSADOR TEACHES ABOUT IRELAND AND AFRICA

Dr. Edward Brynn, former US Ambassa-
dor to Ghana and Burkina
Faso, shared his diplomatic
expertise and experiences with
Charlotte Women of Vision on
two occasions.

Dr. Brynn has com-
pleted several Foreign Service
assignments in Africa and is
currently Associate Provost for
International Programs at
UNC-Charlotte.

In April 2001, Dr.
Brynn spoke to Charlotte WoV
about Ireland’s political, economic and social

Farmer U5,
Ambassador
Edward Brynn

history in preparation for the trip to Ireland
planned for July. He lived in Dublin while earning
a Masters of Letters and Ph.D. in Irish politics.

When Dr. Brynn returned to speak to
Charlotte WoV in October, he shared his extensive
diplomatic experiences in Africa with the group.
He brought many native craft and art objects
which he has collected during his assignments and
explained their cultural and religious significance.

In describing the desperately poor living
conditions in many parts of subSaharan Africa,
Dr. Brinn emphasized the great need for programs
like World Vision and Women of Vision. The
Charlotte Chapter of Women of Vision is planning
4 futare trip to Mali.




COMMUNITY OUTREACH SPRING
FASHION SHOW

On June 7,2001, Community Outreach
Christian }k-‘lj‘:Ilihl:'ir_‘n and the Charlotte Chapler of
Women of Vision hosted a Spring Fashion Ex-
travaganza. Over 300 guests enjoyed dinner,
mspirational singing and a fashion show.

The event’s emcees were Eddie Mason of the
Washington
Redskins and
Michael
Barrow of the
MNew York
Giants.
Members of
the COCM
comumitiee of
Charlotte
Women of
Vision shopped
with several
clients to select
new outfits and

Wol partuer Anne Ranson readies
maode! Rhona Huey ar COCM
Fasion Eviravaganza

ACCessSOries Lo
be modeled at
the event.
During the show, the joy of transformed
lives was evident as cach of the models told the
story of a life changed by Community Outreach

Ready for the fashion show: (L 1o R) Frannie Martin,
Linda Barnert, Reba Moore, Lynne Gregory

Christian Ministries. Audience members were
moved by the testimony to God’s redeeming grace
at work in these lives.

The event was a great success—Comumu-
nity Outreach Christian Ministries raised aware-
ness of its efforts on behalf of Charlotte's poor
and homeless and received generous pledges in
support of 1ts continuing programs.
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THIRD CROSS-CULTURAL
STUDY COMPLETED

In October, a third World Vision/Women
of Vision cross-cultural study began under the
leadership of WoV partners Teri Hart, Allison
Callicott Ortlip and Anne Ranson. Twenty-five
women mel weekly at the home of Charlotte WoV
partner Mary Clifford Boyd.

After completing the 6-week curriculum,
one “graduate”™ echoed the sentiments of the

aroup.

*I thought I was fairly well-intormed
about the conditions of poverty and illiteracy in
the undeveloped world, but the videos and written
materials of this study really opened my eyes and
broke my heart.”
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Cross-Culiural Study parncipanes (Lo ) Virginia Davis,

Mary Vogen, Anne Dowd

Facilitaiors il ro B Anne Ranson, Terd Harr

d Allison Callicot Onlip prepare

Cross-Cultural Study lerson

SUTTONS SHARE CHAD
MISSION EXPERIENCES

Dr. Louis Sutton and his wife Susan Scoit
Sutton were the guest speakers at the November
meeting of
Charlotie
Women of
Vision. The
Suttons have
been missionar-
ies with World-
wide Evangeli-
zation for
Christ in Chad,
Africa for
cleven years,

M,
Sutton, dauthor

Chad missionaries D Lonis
Surton and Susan Sconr Suiron

Center, teaches

English and has started a texthook library and
Ir:irnin:__r_ resource center (“centre de
connaissance’) in Adre where the Suttons and
their two children make their home.

Dir. Sutton shared his stunning photo-
graphs of the starkly beautiful countryside and the
medical clinics where he serves the health needs
of the area’s residents,

Despite what the Suttons described as a
“Stone Age” life, they call their work a “privilege,
not a sacrifice” and note that there is evidence of
much progress in health care and education in the
country.

“World Vision has projects all over
Chad,” Dr. Sutton said. “The people know aboul
and respect the work of World Vision,”

When asked how the Suttons find the
courage to answer the calling of mission work in
this harsh couniry, Susan responded, “We've done
it not on our own, but because of the One we do it
four™”

“(od has graced our lives and given us
love of the people and the land. He has given us
everyvthing we need, tanght us lessons and shown
His faithtulness to us in many, many wiys, We
look to Him, trust Him and believe He knows
what He's doing.™




ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE VISITS
WOMEN of VISION of CHARLOTTE

SO November 28, 2001, 86 Charlotte

WoV partners and their spouses/guests attended

a luncheon at the Charlotie Civy Club.

Charlotte
Wol President
Debhorah Harris
presented an
overview of World
Vision and Women
of Vision and
lughlighted the
Past two years'
activities of Char-
lottle Women of
Vision.

Waller
Kuansteiner, Assis-
tant LS. Secretary
of State for African
Atfairs addressed
the group follow-

ing lunch.

His comments meluded the signifi-

cance ol emerging African markets
i the U8, and alobul cconomies,

Scerclary Kansteiner
discussed the urgency of Africa’s
health and cconomic needs and
praised the “tremendous work™
that World Vision has accom-
phished there—especially in agri-
cultural advancements

The inaccessibility and
unavailability of educational
opportunitics for African children,
especially females, 15 another

critical problem, according w Dr.
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Kanstemer. He stressed the important contribu-
tions of World Vision and Women of Vision in

making extbooks and other educational materi-
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Assistant Secrelary of Stave Wedter Kansteiner speaks

witke gaesis following Cirv Clab funcheon

als available o
students and
schools.
sceretary
Kansieiner an-
swered questions
from the audience
regarding recent
lerrorist activities
und the nead to
maintain stability
and developiment
in the predomi-
nantly Islamic
Adlrican nations.




RECOMMENDED READING

Two timely publications educate readers
about Islam as Christians seek further understand-
ing of their Muslim world neighbors.

Underﬂg nding the Muslim Mindset
by Sam Schlorff.
MARC Publications, $2.350, 25p.

This booklet,
written in easy-to-read
Question & Answer
format, examines the
basics of the Islamic
perspective, Islamic
culture, and Christian
witness to Muslims.
Schlorff was a regular
columnist for US Arab
World Ministries’
Updare magazine and
has compiled readers’
most trequently asked
guestions about Islam
into a thoughttul and informative publication.
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The Unseen Face of Islam
by Bill Musk.
MARC Publications, $14.95, 314p.

Renowned
Islam expert Bill Musk
explores the everyday
beliefs and practices of [ g
ordinary Muslims i
through anecdotes,
personal experiences,
observation and in-
depth theological
analysis.

The book’s
goal, Musk states, is to
“help Western Chris-
tians to cmpathise
better with their Muslim neighbours and fellow-
travellers.”

Musk also explains the mystical compo-
nents of Islam and contrasts the differences with
Chrisuanity. He poses provocative gquestions
aboul the formidable challenges facing Christians
who witness in the Mushim world.

{These publications are available through MARC Publications: 1-800-777-7752)
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WOMEN of VISION of CHARLOTTE
Meeting/Event Schedule 2001-2002

Date Program
September 25, 2001 Day Retreat (rescheduled)

9:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

October 10, 20411 Devotion-The Prayer of Jabez (Part 1)
Program-"African Overview”, Dr. Ed Brynn, UNCC, Assoc. Provost for
International Programs

October 24, 2001 Devotion-The Prayer of Jabez (Part 2)
Program-"Africa: A Missionary's Perspective,” Mary Ann Crouch

November 14, 200] Devotion-The Prayer of Jabez (Part 3)
Program-"Life in Chad, Africa,” Dr. Louis and Susan Scott Sutton

November 28, 2001 SPECIAL EVENT: “Lunch with Walter Kansteiner, Asst. Secretary of State
for African Affairs,” Charlotte City Club, 12:00 noon, husbands invited!

December 3, 2001 Devotion-The Prayer of Jabez (Part 4)
Program-Dr. Sarah Moten, Coordinator, Education for Development and
Democracy Initiative-National Security Council

January 16, 2002 Devotion-Introduction to A Quiet Center with Susan Scott Sutton
Program-"One Woman’s Journey to Africa,” Mary Vogan
Begin study of Good News about Injustice by Gary Haughen

February 13, 2002 Devotion-A Quict Center by Susan Scott Sutton
Program-Domestic Service Reports: “Community Outreach™ & “Ministry

Research.” Continue study of Good News about Injustice

March 13, 2002 Devotion-A Quiet Center by Susan Scott Sutton
Program-“Injustice: Our Response.” Conclude study of Good News about
April 9, 2002 SPECIAL EVENT: Breakfast with Gary Haughen, author of Good News

about Injustice; President of International Justice Mission
Charlotte Hilton Hotel, 7:00 a.m.; husbands & law firms invited!

May 13, 2002 SPECIAL EVENT: Dinner with Angela Mason.
Fxecutive Direclor, World Vision 1S
Quail Hollow Club. 7:00 p.an., husbands & friends invited!




