Co-Chairmen Peggy McBryde and Ann Thomas pose with
Atul Tandor ar the Fundraiver Dinner,
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Dear Partners,

THANEK YOU for the honor of serving as your
chairmen — serving as partners with you, with World
Viswon, and with our Lord. [t has been an opportu-
nity of a lifetime and has truly been all about Him
working through us and all of vou. We do believe
our strength 1s in prayer that underhies all we do, and
that our call is to look to Him for guidance as we
strive to be His hands and feet in this world.

This year has been filled with some wonderful
learning experiences and successes. Our partnership
has grown in size and in Pariners® participation and
support. Many exciting challenges he ahead that waill
require the commitment of cach of us to sponsor a
child, to be involved with and support our World
Vision and local projects, and to care for one another.
Pleaze keep Women of Vision Charlotte in vour
pravers, seeking the Lord’s pudance as we strive to
bring hope to women and children in poverty and, by
serving them, to honor Him.

Your love and support have been and will be a source
of strength and joy,

In Chnst’s Love,
Pegey and Ann, Chairmen

world Vision
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“"Touching Lives”
Fundraiser Successful

Telling the capacity crowd of 200 that “we are God’s
faithful partners,” Atul Tandon, Sr. VP, Marketing and
Communications, World Vision US, helped the Charlotte
Chapter of Women of Vision raise over $177,000.

The net amount will support the Chapter's financial
commitments to the Obstetric Fistula Hospital, the Boset
Area Development Project in Ethiopia, and the Harvest
Center Ministries in Charlotte.

MWr. Tandon journeyed from tenement housing in New
Delhi. India, to Citibank in New York where he was
confronted by God during a child’s illness. He character-
ized his conversion from

Hinduism to Christianity

by saying, “No other
banker tumed Christian
aid worker existed in our
family’s 3000 vears of
recorded history.” When
he gave up his high-
paying job to accept the

“What do you do
when you come face
to face with
desperation except

turn to God?”

call to ministry with
World Vision US, Rich
Stearns, WV President,
told him he would be accountable to God and that his
stock options would vest in heaven.

Recounting his experiences in Ethiopia seeing the starv-
ing people and arid lands of Boset, he asked, “what do
you do when you come face to face with desperation
except turn to God?” He challenged us to help God with
His plan for these people and help them to live life in
abundance. The success of the evening will help our
chapter carry out this mission. Many of us will carry his
final image of Isaiah’s reference to “chariots of fire™ with
us s we look 10 the darkness around us.



Susan Sutton’s Return Visit
Reminds us of the Meaning
of Hope

Emphasizing our roots as a Chnstian orgamization, Susan
Sutton, missionary and author of our featured book study
book, A Sure Path, inspired our partnership to be women
who bring hope 1o people around us. The message was
well received at our March gathering which was preluded
by a luncheon gathening hosted by parmer and secretary
extraordinaire, Esten Mason, a1 her home. A beautiful
spring day combined with good company, food, and a
brisk jaunt across the street to our meeting room set the

stuge for a receptive audience.

Susan descnbed us as women who can brmg hope 1o
people. We are bnnging hope to the women of the Fistula
Hospital, our sponsored children, the homeless and staff
at the Harvest Center because they know people care
about them. “God’s personal message of hope is God
revealing Himself through the life of truth. This is a hope
that lasts, 15 eternal,” explained Susan. She reminded us
that 1o be women who hope, we need 1o “know our God,
know His character through His Word, the only clear

medium for seeing Him."”
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Abbie Boges, Donna Lewis, and Candace Flanagan ralk 1o
KSusan Sutton over funch atf Esten's house.

Esten Mason, Anne Ranson, and Betsy Brand char ar the
partner's lunch hosted by Esten.

Women of Vision of Charlotte
Mission Statement

In the name of Chnst, we are committed to making a
significant difference through Him, by Him, in Him,
in the lives of women and children in poverty in our

community and 1o the world.

GOALS

* Deepen our commitment to Christ

* Promote and increase awareness of World Vision
and its mmtemational mission of rehef and
development

» Educate ourselves and others about the condition
of women and children in poverty

= Strengthen commitment of our partnership and
work to increase its diversity

2004 PROJECTS

Fistula Hospital, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; World
Vision Area Development Project, Boset, Ethiopia;
Harvest Center Ministrics, Charlotte

Fellowship and study marked the cross-cultural meetings.

Fall Cross-Cultural Study
Orients New Partners

Abbie Boggs, Kitty Bauknight, and Anne Dowd led the
2003 cross-cultural study for new Charlotte Women of
Vision partners. Welcome to our |16 new partners: Ross
Andresen, Sally Bndgen, Jane Craig Hanes, Rose Kelly,
Donna Lewis, Elise Massey, Renna Massey, Pam Misle,
Lyon Mozer, Pat Nesbit, Marion Philpott, Barrett Ranson,
Leah Semoneas, Jan Stedman, Mary Waite and Vickie
Walker,



Ethiopia Focus of Dinner

Betsy and Alfred Brand hosted the annual partnership/
spouse dinner in November at their new home,
Speaker Aklilu Dogisso described Ethiopia and its
people, quoting statistics that reflected the countiy’s

SEVere poverty.

As Department Manager for Training, Consulting and
Rescarch for World Vision Ethiopia, Aklilu was able
to compare the improvements made in the Ansokia
Valley Area Development Project to regions where no
ADPs exist. In Ansokia Valley, where World Vision
has been working for 15 years, health coverage for the
population increased from 20% to 86%, and immuni-
zations from 45% to 20%. Warld Vision currently has
31 Area Development Projects in Ethiopia, including

the Boset Area Project which we are supporting.

Mary Clifford Boyd and Anne Ransom enjoy their time
fogether as Parinership Chairmen sefting up for special
events like the parmership/spouse dinner.

Charlotte Partners Attend
Women of Vision National
Conference at World Vision
Headquarters

“A Child 1s Waiting. . . Plant the Seed of Hope™ was the
themne of the 2003 Women of Vision National Conference
held in Seattle, WA, October 9-12. A proup of Charlotte
partners including Ann Thomas, Peggy McbBryde,
Deborah Harris, Jean Ford, Anne Dowd, Martha Gray
Edwards, Lvnne Gregory, Betsy Brand, Ginny Shaw,
Velva Woollen, Amy Choate, Frannie Martin and Suzanne
Sloan attended the two-day program featuring World
Vision speakers and keynole address from Mary
Robinson, United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights. “1 was impressed by the fact that World
Vision does not have a bandaid approach, but is there for
the long haul. It is not so much a handout, but a hand-
up,” said Anne Dowd.
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Devotions and Prayers
Undergird and Strengthen
Partnership

As a Christ-centered organization, spiritual nurture is
central to our success. Co-chairs Martha Gray Edwards
and Gaye Law, along with their team, met before each
meeting to pray for our group and its endeavors. Co-
chairs Frannie Martin and Suzanne Sloan arranged for
partners o give devotions at our Partnership Meetings
and special events.

Betsy Brand, Frannie Martin, Martha Gray Edwards,
(Gaye Law, Suzanne Sloan, and Jan Stubblefield have all
stood before us and given us a spiritual perspective to
strengthen and build our commitment to God. At our
September retreat, Jan urged us to develop community
and trust and come together to do God’s work and
worship. Martha Gray focused on Jesus’ love of chil-
dren: “Jesus’ loving action vividly illustrated that his
blessing is freely given to those who receive it trust-
ingly... He blesses all who come to Him, no matter what
our ages” as a segue into our October program on our
International ministry.

Gaye's emphasis on prayer, her PUSH, “Pray Until
Something Iappens™ acronym, resonated with guest
speaker Rosa Marion of the Harvest Center who started
her talk with “God is so good” in reference to the poem
“Dying to Self” that Gaye obtained from her pastor and
read to the partnership.




Gynocologist Sees Love of
Christ in Action at Fistula
Hospital

Dr. Leslie Lindner, a Charlotie gynocologist, joined our
October partnership meeting to share her experiences
volunteering at the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, one of
the international projects funded by our chapter. Her
personal account helped those present imagine the
humiliation suttered by women plagued by obstetric

fistalas.

Dir. Lindner first encountered women with fistula al a
Pakistan Christian hospital. She was taken by their plight
since they were considered unclean, not allowed to feed
their families, cast out and divorced by their husbands,
During her six-month volunteer stint at the Fistula
Haospital in Addis, she saw “devastation in the women's
demeanor™. The women were “swathed in urine-soaked,
wel rags and would not look at you”. After they were
healed, many were reticent to return home because they

believed they were unwanted,

*The hospital is the first ime these women encounter the
love and forgiveness of Christ,” says Dr. Lindner, “T
realized we all armive at Christ with unclean hearts and are
made clean by the blood of Christ.” For the cured women
who do go home, new dresses are made for them and they
are sent back with singing and dancing, a celebration of

being made whole and clean again.

2004-20035 Charioite Women of Vision Chgirmen Ginny
Shaw and Velva Woellen,

“Marred Images” Theme of
September Retreat

Meeting at the VanLandingham Estate, our Charlotte
partnership gathered to kick off the 2003-2004 vear of
“Touching Lives”. Virginia Johnson, Chairman of the
Atlanta Women of Vision Education Committee and
Eastern Area Advisor, presented the main themes of the
study, “Marred Images™. Inspired by World Vision's
Bryunt Myers’ book, Walking With the Poor, she wrote
the study to communicate its principles, especially that
our motivation is not to be from a sense of dury, but from
a heart changed by Chnist and committed to Him.

Virginia taught us to be how God made us in approaching
the poor. “Acknowledge our assumptions, the lens
through which we see as Christians, but don’t look at
ourselves as saviors who make the poor whole and
complete by giving them our largesse. Our only hope is
to know who God is, that redemption is in Christ and
Christ alone,” she said. She gave specific suggestions in
dealing directly with the poor, referring to the Biblical
principal of shalom which means “dwelling in peace with
God”. This relationship peace can be transferred to the
poor by “walking humbly beside them, by being silent,
not lecturing or proclaiming”. Other simple recommenda-
tions: call them by name, *a name is so precious lo
thern"”, and smile, “give them dignity and value by
looking them in the eyes™.

Appalachia Holds Promise
as Domestic World Vision
Project

The week before Easter, a group of Charlotte Women
of Vision partners traveled to the poor region of
Appalachia in West Virginia to see firsthand the
World Vision program called “Vision Appalachia”,
The purpose of the trip was to meet the leadership, see
the needs and services and, hopefully, start discerning
God’s will in our possible involvement there. An
overview with Jovee Bandura, WV Southeast Re-
gional Manager, after the March 24th partnership
meeting set the process in motion.

Terri Hart and Toler Edwards, our International Team

co-chairs, were joined by Marion Philpott, Leah

Semoneas and Virginia Davis in touring the area and
(Continued on pext page)




Partnership Team’s Book
Study Proves Popular

Mary Clifford Boyd and Anne Ranson co-chaired a
partnership team that pioneered 4 new offering over the
2003-4 vear, To encourage smaller group fellowship, they
mstituted a book study that Tocused on Susan Sutton’s
latest book, A Sure Path. Meeting both afier partnership
meetings and at individual homes, the event attracted 8-
12 partners each time, “We realize the importance of
these fellowship opportunities and will endeavor to offer
more 10 the coming year”, said the co-chairs. Partnership
also made nametags available and welcomed all to our
meetings, made the arrangements for our November
dinner mecting and February Friendraiser luncheon, and

provided support for the Fundraiser.

Discussing A Sure Path are Mary Clifford Boyd, Kimy
Bauknipht and Suzanne Sloan.

visiting highlights of the Vision program. Ciling
World Vision's transtormational approach, Terri
described its efforts in Appalachia as “investing in
peaple to change their lives, . not a charity or hand-
out”. An enrichment approach partners with churches
and tatlors services o accommodate a rural, spread-
out population with a large drop-out and illiteracy
rate. They visited community centers built to serve
as meeting places for area populations, a KidReach
after-school program and gathered with a local
women's group called “Diamonds, Ruhies and
Pearls™.

Terri expressed hope about the possibilities of
partnering with a domestic World Vision program.
“The potential for relationship building and hands-on
service projects coupled with more of our Charlotte
partners having direct exposure to the work of World
Vision is exciting,” she savs,
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Ann Thomays and Amy Choate chat with Renee Stearns
{middfe) at the Friendraiser.

Renee Stearns Encourages
Potential Partners at Annual
Friendraiser Luncheon

Lawyer by profession, devoted mother of five and wile of
Rich Stearns, President of World Vision, Renee Stearns
spoke at the Quail Hollow Club on February 18 to en-
courage wormen 1o become partners in Charlotte Women
of Vision. Citing our desire to become involved in
something life-changing, Renee focused on the need 1o
have a partner who can help build relationships with
people in difficult circumstances.  She described the
partnership that exists between World Vision, Women of
Vision and God as “the privilege of partnering with the
creator of the universe to bring about change, to bring
about healing, to bring about restoration in a fallen

world,”

Renece ended by reminding us that “God cannot pour His
riches into hands that are already full. We need to travel
light s0 we might be ready for whatever He has in store
for us to do.”

A personal testimony by Marcy Choate, Co-Chair with
Bev Hance of Child Sponsorship, followed. Pointing to
aur chapter’s sponsorship of over 100 children, Marcy
defined Women of Vision involvement as affecting lives
positively. Drawing on her experience with local re-
search, Marcy recognized Debra Hayes of Briar Creek
Outreach, Reosa Marion and Pastor Cameron of our local
Harvest Center Ministries project as women who have
belief and confidence in the love of God to accomplish

their goals.



Charlotte Women of Vision
Instrumental in Dr. Hamlin’'s
Appearance on the Oprah
Winfrey Show

Our Frhiopian wrip team’s visit to Dr. Catherine Hamlin’s
Fistula Hospital began a miraculous journey toward her
appearance on the Oprah
Wintrey Show in January
2004, Deborah Harris,
Charlotte Women of Vision
founder, characterized the
process as “all about God™.

Al our January Parinership
Meeting, the trip team gave &4
their account of the germi-
nation of the idea and its
fruitful conclusion, despite
sethacks and frustrations.
When the team stood in the
courtyard of the Fistula
Hospital in January 2003,
Toeler Edwards remarked
*“This needs to be on an
Oprah Winfrey Show.” Energized by the idea, tnp leam
members, Deborah Hams and Franmie Martin, started
pursuing every avenue available to get the story in front
of Oprah’s producers in time for Dr. Hamlin's visit to the
United States in October,

due ta infjury.)

Talented Partner Shares Gift
for the Christmas Season
and Women of Vision

We long to be Women of Vision-
seeking our mission
To serve with heart and hand

We fong to be Women of Vision
For the world Christ iy risen
For his people we stand

Churus from “We Long te Be Women of Vision i
“Far Every Child™

| LyneshMusic: Amy Cheale’ Anne Dowd
| Capyright 2003, Choase Publishing |

| Amy Choate, singer and musician, handed out a Christ-

[ mas CI) at the Partner/'spouse dinner celebrating the
season of Jesus' birth with scripture reading and Christ-

| mas carols. Amy and Anne Dowd collaborated on a

‘ Women of Vision song {chorus above) that wis sung by
Amy at the Women of Vision National Conference to and

cach session

Terri Hare, Liz McKeithen, Toler Edwards, Frannie Martin,
Suzanne Sloan and Deborah Harris model their Oprah t-shirts
after presentfing their Oprah story. (Velva Woollen not pictured

Atape of Dr. Hamlin’s work finally landed on top of an
Oprah staff member’s desk. For someone who receives a
1000 requests a day, Dr. Hamlin's work stood out as
special enough to merit public showing. The rest is
history, Her show ran on January 16, and six members of
the trip team went to Chicago to see the taping on January
13. Deborah said she learned throngh the Oprah process
that *prayer starts with God who already has the answer
and is desirous for us 1o be
channels for His love.”
Before the show, the team
prayed for a successful
show which would help Dr.
Hamlin in her quest to have
an endowment in place

| betore she retires. Specifi-
cally, Liz McKeithen
praved for the segments to
work together; Toler
Edwards prayed for con-
nection, that the audience
would be touched; Terri
Hart prayed for the Lord to
be glorified, to get the
credit; and Frannie prayed
for the show 1o be a
faithbuilder, that Oprah
would be g0 touched by this program, she would commit
Lo another. As Frannie said, “Her heart was pierced.”

The program raised $1.5 million for the hospital’s endow-
ment fund.

Partnership Survey Shows
We are Headed in the Right
Direction

Joan Wright, Charlotte Women of Vision Chapter Con-
sultant, extends thanks to the many of vou who responded
to our first online partnership survey. The feedback will
be very helpful in providing future direction for the
organization and for meeting your particular needs and
interests. A few summary highlights:

= 35 people responded. Top three most rewarding
activities: speaker meetings, outreach, fellowship
activities

+ Great balance of outreach, spintual development and
education. Continue working on integrating new
partners. Develop more opportunities for outreach
domestically and internationally.






