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Discover the Power of One

February 28, 2008, proved to be communities, culture, and country.

an amazing evening for all who attend- Mrs. Wehmeyer explained that “callings

ed. The Charlotte Women

of Vision Partnership was
privileged 1o have Peggy
Wehmeyer as keynote
speaker for the fundraiser
held at Quail Hollow
Country Club. Mrs, Weh-
meyer 1s host and manag-
ing editor of the World
Vision Report, an award-
WINNIng newsmagazine
that takes an in-depth and
personal look at global
poverty and injustice.
Can one person,

even an average citizen

arc mysterious things

we know it when we find
it. We experience callings
as we go through the sea-
sons of our lives”.

We affect others in
God’s strength, not our
own. We must be open
to ways, large or small,
that God wants to use us.
The power of one person

1s never limited by that

person’s abilities, intel-

“The world is really a terrible place
Sfor many people. fr. is incumbent on i gence, skills or person-
us to try to change ir."

- Peggy Wehmeyer ality. We are linked to a

God that affords us un-

really make a difference? Absolutely, limited power. Mrs. Wehmeyer quoted
say Peggy Wehmeyer. You can discover Mother Theresa. “God 1s not asking us
the power that 1s just a prayer away. to do great things, but small things with
Any one of us can become a force for lots of love™.

healthy, godly change in our families,



Women of Vision, a voluntcer
mimsiry of World Vision. is a
partnership of Chnstian women
who are called 10 invest their tune,
micllect, compassion, creativily

and linances 1o meel the needs of
impovenshed and oppressed women
and chuldren. Founded in 1950
World Vision is an imternatonal
Cliristian humanitarian organization
serving the world's poorest

children and families i nearly 100
vouniries, including the United
Stires. As women who beliave thal
God works through human hands
and hearts, Women of Vision seeks
10 educate and motivale women

of diverse ages. backgrounds. and
circumstances to use their God-
given resources to meel human
necis in their own communities and
arovnd the world,

MISSION STATEMENT
In the name of Christ, we are
commitied 1o making a significant
difference through im, by Him,
in Him, in the lives of women

and children in poverty in our
commumity and i the world

WOMEN OF VISION OF
CH ARLOTTE GOALS

Deepen our commitment to
Christ,

Promote and increase
awarencss of World Vision
and 1ts international mission
of wlief and development.
working with the poor in the
name of Christ

Educate oursclves and others
about the condinon of women
and children in poverty.
Strengthen communed
partnership within the
organizalion working to
increase diversity,

Make a significant difference
in the hives of women and
children in poverty as we work
together in parinership with
World Vision internationally.
Women of Vision nationally,
each other locally, people we
serve globally, and with ali
other organizations.

Partnership Meeting
March 12, 2008

I'he Charlotic Women
of Vision Parmership Meeting
on March 12, 2008 was held at
Church at Charlotte. Terri Hart
welcomed the partners and then
introduced Bernadette Johnson
who led the partnership in our de-
votion. Bernadetie read the hymn
“God of Justice, God of Jesus™
by Tim Hughes. She asked us
what we think and what it means
10 us when we come to the phrase
“send us out™.

Sue Makepeace intro-
duced our speaker for the day.
Rory Anderson, Senior Policy
Advisor in Public Policy and
Advocacy for the U.S. office of
World Vision. Her responsibihi-
ties include working in coalition
with other human rights and hu-
manitanan aid agencics 10 shape
Africa policy and humanitarian
aid practice among policy makers
in Congress and the Administra-
tion. She talked to us about how
World Vision advocates to ef-
feet US policy in Africa to better
serve the poor and how we as

partners in Women of Vision and
as mdividuals can become advo-
cates. She explained how advo-
cacy by World Vision occurs at
all different levels: by registered
lobbyists, by inspiring others to
lobby or through political will,
The two criteria necessary for ad-
vocacy are the presence of World
Vision in an area and the ability
to have positive influence in an
area.

Women of Vision can
make a difference by:

1. Using passion as a guide.
Passion does change the world.
Choose an issue that makes you
angry.

2. Choose an 1ssue that
World Vision is alrcady working
on. They are there to support us
by providing stall and media sup-
port.

3. Plan the work, Work the
plan!

As always and above all
PRAY. The beginning and the end
of all advocacy is prayer.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE TENTATIVE FOR
PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS 2008-2009

Monday, Septcmber 8 Retreat 9—12:30
Tuesday, October 14 Meeting 12:45 - 2:30
Tuesday, November 11 Meeting 12:45 — 2:30
Tuesday, December 9 Xmas Coflee TBA
Tuesday, January 13 Meeting 12:45 - 2:30
Thursday, February 26 Fundraiser Evening
Tuesday, March 24 Meeting 12:45-2:30
Thursday. April 16 Fniendraiser Luncheon TBA
Tuesday, May 5 Partnership Luncheon TBA

Please notc that the meeting day has been changed from the 2nd Wednes-
day of the month to the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Hopefully this will be
less of a conflict for those partners who have Bible study on Wednesdays.
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Friendraiser and Partnership Luncheon
April 16, 2008

Special Guest Speaker:
~ Dale Hanson Bourke
“My Journey Toward Poverty”

Dale Hanson Bourke is an award-winning
writer and a dedicated humanitarian. She is the
author of six books, including The Skeptic’s Guide
to the Global AIDS Crisis, has written a weekly
syndicated newspaper column, served as editor and
publisher of several magazines, and has traveled
extensively m developing countries. She has also
served on the board of directors of

confess my own ignorance and try to be humble
about my personal journey. No matter how much we
understand about poverty, very few of us have really
experienced the heartbreak of being desperately poor.

After talking to people and scratching be-
neath the surface, 1 discovered that many Christians
believe that people are poor because they don't work
very hard, lack good values, or aren’t really moti-
vated. There is an underlying assumption that poor
people are ditferent from the rest of us.

Unul we come to grips with the fact that the

poor are children of God, women

World Vision US and World Vision
International, and currently serves
on the board of International Justice
Mission and Opportunity Interna-
tional. She is the founder of the

lives with her hushand and two sons
near Washington, DC.

More than two hundred filty
people gathered at Quail Hollow
Country Club for our Friendraiser
and Partnership annual luncheon.

motivator.”

“Most people know they
are supposed lo care
about the poor, but when
ALDS Orphan Bracelet Project. Dale j}ggy don t, {hq;:ﬁ;ef

- Dale Ilanson Bourke

and men who were sunply born into
different circumstances but are no
different than any of us, we will
never really be heartbroken over
poverty. On the thip side, we have
to acknowledge that we are not so
special. We may have been born in

guilty. Guilt is not a good ¢ fiches: country on earth, but we

have to ask ourselves if God really
intended for us to have so much
maore than others.

There is a certamn amount of
shame connected to the underlying

We were blessed to hear a wonderful
message from Dale Hanson Bourke,
our special guest speaker.

These are her words about poverty. “As
somceone who had traveled in the developing world, 1
had scen poverty personally. As a Christian, [ knew
that Jesus cared about the poor and commanded me
to care as well. Bur like many people, | was stuck. 1
gave money to my church and various Christian min-
istries, even handed a dollar to the guy on the street
corner. But | had to admit that in my heart [ lacked
compassion for the poor.

I read various books about poverty and found
them overwhelming, When I decided to write The
Skeptic’s Guide to Global Poverty, | started by inter-
viewing ordinary pcople who, like me, had a hard
time making a connection between what the Bible
said about poverty and their own response.

[asked them what questions they had about
the poor. I also asked them what they thought others
misunderstood about poverty. Their questions ranged
from simple to complicated, from bold to hesitant. In
their questions and in rescarching answers, T learned
a great deal about poverty. That knowledge didn™t
change my mind, it changed my heart.

When 1 speak about poverty now, | always

beliefs about poverty. Once people
realize they aren’t the only ones who have been prej-
udiced toward the poor, they can begin to examine
their beliefs. It is humbling to realize that the poor
often work harder than those of us who are relatively
“rich.” To understand that the poor often have good
values is to understand that they are motivated by the
same desires we are,

Most people know that they are supposed to
care about the poor, but when they don’t they feel
cuilty. Guilt is not a good motivator. T often talk
about the underlying causes and try to relate them
back to our own situation.

People who are poor often do not have the
ability to own property, to borrow or save money, or
Lo obtain insurance. 1 ask people to imagine their
own lives without insurance or credit or ownership of
a home or car, T ask them to think about life with-
out more than a primary school education. I remind
them that we live in a country where our savings arc
msured and our currency is relatively stable, unlike
much of the developing world. 1 ask them to imagine
what 1t would be like if they went to take out their

(continued on Page 4)



REACH OUT TO LIBERIAN ORPHANS:
A Story of Faith, Love, and Courage

Charlotie Women of Vision ended the vear
with a celebration and report luncheon at noon on
Wednesday, May seventh. We enjoyed a delicious
meal at the lovely home of Agnes Weisiger.

Sue Makepeace introduced our speaker, Deh-
bie Alexander. Debbie shared her amazing story
o' North Carolina famihes reaching out to Liberian
arphans.

For years, civil war has ravaged Liberia.
Thousands of children have lost their parents and
have been left to care for themsclves. Many of the
children had seen their parents killed in [ront of their
cyes.

[n June 2003, the fighting grew worse and
the rebels stormed the orphanage where the children
were living. They kicked the orphans out of the
compound. The children lterally ran for their lives.
They had seen death before and many thought this
might be the end.

They worked their way toward the capital
city of Liberia, Monrovia, where they hoped to find
shelter. They managed tw stay there for about three
months, staying in abandoned buildings and living on
very little food. They were fimally able to return to
the orphanage.

Fate would bring them on a tour to the United
States. They came as a Boy's Choir and sang at vari-
ous churches. Debbie Alexander went to a perlor-
mance at her church. She said, “1 sat there and 1
hcard the boys sing and 1 saw their joy.”

Debbie Alexander with her family.

For the boys on tour in America, it became
clear they could not go home, Their visas had expired
and there was no where for them to go. The congre-
gation at Southbrook Church, Charlotte, NC where
the choir had performed, opened their hearts. The
Alexanders and many families al Southbrook have
now adopted the children. It doesn’t end there, since
a group from the church have returned to Liberia and
adopted more children. They just keep growing, Tt
adds a whole new meaning to the phrase “church
family.”

This is truly a wondertul story of faith, love
and courage. Mercy Alexander, David and Deb-
bic’s daughter, said “God opened a way for me. God
tound a family for me.”

Friendraiser and Partnership Luncheon

(continued from Page 3)

money and found the bank was closed and they had no recourse.

L ask people to be consciously gratelul for this country and its institutions, which we so often take for
granted. The average middle class family would quickly slip into poverty if they experienced one health crisis
or a car acendent and didn’t have insurance, By starting with our own situation and then taking away a few of
the safety nets, we can all begin to see how vulnerable we would be.

There are many ways to tackle poverty, and God touches people’s hearts difTerently. Some people spon-
sora child. Others want to mvest. Turge you to do something and then pray for God to change your heart.

Study the ditferent aspects of poverty in some way.

Realize that we have to move toward the poor oul of obedience, but with prayer and understanding, God
will change our hearts and give us compassion. As we begin o give unto those with less materially, God often

begins to reveal our spiritual poverty. And then he can begin to truly bless us.”

son Bourke

Beautiful words from Dale Han-



PROJECT/TEAM
UPDATES

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
A Walk to Beautiful

“A Walk to Beautitul” the film the International Commit-
tee hrought 1o Charlotte last October about the fistula hospital
in Ethiopia was shown on the Public Television program NOVA
in May. It won the Best Documentary of 2007 from the Interna-
tional Documentary Association. It has also been nominated for
an academy award for Best Documentary, and Mary Olive Smith
will be present at that event to hopetully receive that prestigious
honor, This should help our precious women in Ethiopia gain
more support from all. Should any friends of our Partnership
want to make a personal donation to the Fistula Hospital through
WON they can make their checks payvable to Women of Vision/
World Vision. Please put Fistula [Hospital on the memo line,
These checks can be mailed to Gloria Johnson; Kitty Hawk Capi-
tal; 2901 Coltsgate Road, Suite 100; Charlotte, NC 28211,

Incoming and Outgoing Chairs: Abbie Boggs, Rush Coe,
Kitty Bauknight, Terrvi Hart.

Guatemala

The Charlotic Women of Vision Guatemala trip team had
a successtul, adventurous and faith-filled trip to Guatemala in
April 2008, It was an ideal way 1o see World Vision at work in
toreign places.

One member of the tcam coined the trip team as “tour-
ists with a purpose™. Much was learncd about the difficultics
and needs of the people of Guatemala, but the emphasis of the
trip was on the solution and not on the problem. Participanis

(continued on Page 6)
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Summer Book Suggestions

Left to Tell, Immaculee Hlibagiza
Story of the Rwanda genocide from a survi-
var whose Taith is amazing,

We Are All The Same, Jim Wooten
Great story about AIDS in South Africa--
some history of this and one boy’s courage
as he Taces his own illness and the woman
who cares for him.

Infidel, Ayaan Hirsi Ali

The author of the Caged Virgin recounts the
story of her lite, trom her traditional Mus-
lim childhood in Somalia and escape from
a forced marriage to her efforts o promaote
women's tights while surviving numerous
threats o her salety.

Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs

Tonight: An African Childhood, Al-
exandra Fuller

In Don’t Let’s Go to the Dogs Tonight,
Alexandra Fuller remembers her African
childhood with visceral authenticity, Though
it 15 a diary of an unruly hife in an oflten in-
hospitable place, it is suffused with Fuller’s
cndearng ability to find langhter.

In Our Village: Kambi ya Simba
Through the Eyes of Its Youth, Suw-
dents at Awet Sec

The Tanzanian village of Kambi va Simba,
near the famed Serengeti, couldn’t be
poorer. In this extraordinary book, village
vouth capture the richness of life there in
photographs and essays.

We Wish to Inform You That To-
morrow We will Be Killed with Our
Families: Stories from Rwanda,
Philip Gourevitch

Atrocities commitled in Rwanda,

King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of
Greed, Tervor, and Heroism in Colo-
nial Africa, Adam Hochschild

In the [880°%, as the European powers were
carving up Africa, King Leopold 1T of Bel-
mum seized for himself the vast and mostly
unexplored territory surrounding the Congo
River. Carrying out a genocidal plundering
of the Congo, he looted its rubber.,



Project/Team Updates
(continued from Page 5)

saw first hand how Micro Enterprise Developments
(“MED”) work and understood why microfinance

15 believed to be the most powerful tool in fighting
poverty today. Many success stories of women and
communities empowered by MEDs were shared, It

is without a doubt that World Vision's commitment to
microfinance is strengthening families and creating a
brighter future for the children of Guatemala.

Our team members met many beautiful chil-
dren who will significantly benefit from the generos-
ity of Child Sponsorships and tme was also spent
with our sponsored children and their families.

Ethiopia 2009

Trip Team for Ethiopia 1s in the planning
stages for January 2009,

Please let Frannie Martin or Scottie Lindsay
know if you are interested in making this trip. It will
maost likely last 10 — 11 days and the cost, based on
past tnps, should be around $3000 (depending on
the airfare). To indicate an intcrest at this point in
no way obligates you to the mp. Please prayerfully
consider this opportunity.

APPALACHIA
Neighbor to Neighbor Exchange

Many thanks to all who donated to the Neigh-
bor 1o Neighbor Exchange. The Armstrongs and
the Butlers caravanned the U-Haul and another car
carrying evervthing from basketballs to high chairs
to bedding items up to Philippi on April 19th. Upon
arrival at the store, which they arc calling the Trans-
formation Station, the shelves were bare. Once all
had been unpacked, the store was completely full
and everyone was amazed at the generosity of you
wonderful women! | know the people of Appalachia
felt supported and loved by their neighbors in North
Caroling,

An email from Lucy Kirby, the store man-
ager, after the store had opened, said, “You can never
imagine the response from people with tears in their
eyes as they picked up diapers or a pack’n’play.
Thank you so much for your kindness and gencros-
iy.”

We thank vou for the extra tnips to the store or the
time you took to clean our a closet and share your
abundance with your West Virgima neighbors.

Camp Appalachia 2008
MADE TO BE AMAZING

Day 1 — Uniquely Made by God
(Isaiah 43: 1,4)

This is what the Lord says. he who created
you, he who formed you. *Fear not, for | have re-
deemed you; | have summoned you by name: you are
mine. You are precious to and honored in my sight,
because | love you.”

Day 2 — Seeking God'’s Purpose for Your
Life (Jeremiah 29:11)

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans 1o give you a hope and a future.”

Day 3 — Made for God's Glory
(Ephesians 2:10)

“Lor we are God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”

Thanks to Nan Bracy, Kay Norris and Dee
Reid we have an “amazing camp theme and a founda-
tion for cach day.”

We are expecting 40 girls at the camp this
summer. The girls and the Charlotte Women of Vision
team arc excited and ready for this new and blessed
adventure that awaits them.

Harvest Center

Mary Waite reports that the Harvest Center is
holding on financially and just recived $70,000 from
the Larry Hagman fundraiser which we hope will hold
us through the summer. Volunteers are still needed
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays through the summer for
serving meals that will often be in the comer lot across
the street. Please continue to come and devote your
time as well as pray for the longevity of the mmistry.
Any questions pleasc call Mary at 704-543-4196.

Fundraiser

Kitty Bauknight reports that we exceeded our
goal for our fundraiser and the board decided to direct
the overage in this manner. 75% will be put toward
our pledge 1o Wonchi Maternal Child Health Imtiative
for next vear and 25% will go to hunger rehief - the
project will be determined by World Vision, but we
would have a preference for the money to go to Haiti if
possible,






