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Retreat Inspires Ordinary Women to
Make Extraordinary Differences

The Charlote Women of Vision Partnership held
its Fall Retreat on Monday, September 11, 2006 at Christ
Episcopal Church.
Partnership Co-Chair
Suzanne Sloan emphasized
the theme for the year,
*Ordinary Women Making
Extraordinary Differences
in the Lives of Women and
i Children.” JocAnne Cole
=1 led the partners in singing
“Here I am Lord,” and was
accompanied on the piano
by Peggy Engler.

Ciuest Anne Cinizzle led
the partnership through a
Sl i Linils Mieiic series of inspirng crercises
share a moment with Penny  that kept us focused on the
Wood. theme that God takes the
ardinary to make extraordinary things happen.
How does he do this?

WOV Co-Chairs Suzanne

I. Godis there for us, 'We are connected to His
vine — the source. Jesus says, “1 am the vine, you
are the branches” and God brings good out of
evil,

2. We must each take our own unique set of gitis
and use them.

3. We must work in community to make things
happen, One person can knock things down. Tt
lakes a4 community to build them up.

Anne asked each partner to reflect upon two
things: (1) For what moment am I most grateful? And
i2) For what moment am 1 least grateful? Partners
shared their stories among themselves and Anne
concluded the exercise by making the connection between
Riches and Poverty. The purpose of our riches is that we
would know that God is good. Through our gratitude to
God we discover our own gifts, By discovering our gifls
we know what we have (o give ro others, We can match

our gitts to the needs of the world. An “abundance of
giving™ is what Women of Vision represents and it starts
with gratitude.

The experiences for which we are least grateful
are those that keep us humble and make us grow.
Through these experiences we are aware of our humanity
and our poverty of spirit. We then look to God who is rich
in mercy and he connects us with the suffering and
poverty of others in the world. The communion that
connects us in suffering is more powerful than the pain,

Anne led the partners in Lectio Divina — reading
with heart - to let the Holy Spirit speak through words of
seripture and make a lasting impact on one’s heart. She
read Ephesians 1:18 and the partners meditated on the
passage, letting a word or a few words sink into one's
soul. Anne asked each woman to write the word taken
from the scripture reading and think about the place we
goin our minds to find a special place ot light and life.

This 15 what Women of Vision does: Take the
Light into the darkest, hardest places, For Charlotte
Women of Vision this might be Fistula Hospital, Chestnut
Ridge in West Virginia, Ethiopia, Appalachia, Harvest
Center. We need to be able to say, “As an ordinary
woman ['ve made an extraordinary difference.”

How do you make an extraordinary difference by
taking an idea to reality?

First, you have tn have a dream.

Take a step forward and offer your gift.

Keep on doing it — slowly, slowly. It takes time to
gain new altitudes.

4. It has to be done in community. I you want to go
fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together.
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The retreat concluded with an address from Jaya
Egan, National Executive Director of Women of Vision at
the time, Java said that Women of Vision are one in
Christ. We stand together on the rock, as one family. We
can be like Christ so the world might know Him through
us. We are free to serve, free to love and free to give.
Through love we serve one anothcr.






