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Reflections

| Dear Pamners

As we move into the New Year, we lind ourselves
more than half way through a full, eventful and informa-
tive vear! Our theme, Focus on the Fision, has hopefully
given us all u clesrer image of the big picture of the
incredible role the entire Waorld Vision organization has in
transtorming lives. MNever could we have imagined the
impact and image World Vision has all over the world if
not for the repors zbout thewr work with the vicoms of the

tsunamy in Southcast Asia. World Vision has worked in
that region for over 30 years and was assisling vicums
within hours of the devastating carthquake and resulning
storm surges. Your prayers [or relief and your contribu-
tiens of dollars have made a ditference. How powerful it
15 to know that an organization in which we are involved
can make such a difference

The remainder of our year for the Charlotic Women
of Vision is very importanl, especially the Friendraiser in

ary and the Fundraiser in April. Be thinking now of

fnends vou can bnng to cach of these events. Our
parmership has commuiticd $110,000 for our projects in

Ethzopia and Charlotie this year, and we need your
commitment to fulfill this pledge! Your imvitations to each
ol these special gatherings will come to you soon,

Murk your calendars now for the remaining meelings
this year, get informed, and get engaged. Most of all,
thanks lor everyvthing vou do

Love 10 each of vou,

Crirmmy and Felva
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Chairmen Ginny Shaw and Velva Woollen welcome Knoxville
Muyor Bill Hastam to the October gathering,
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Tsunami Response Focuses On
Relief Effort, Re-Development
And Ongoing Involvement In
The Many Affected Areas

Maving just returned from a World Vision Board
Meeting, Charlotte WOV founding parmer and WV
Board Member Deborah Harris shared the latest WV
response to the international tsunami disaster at the
January parmership meeting. As the death toll continues
Lo rise, 1t is estimated that more than 5 mlhion people
have had their lives turmned upside down by the earthquake
and ensuing tidal waves that followed. World Vision has
pledged to raise 3100 million for disaster rehiefl.

Thank fully, World Vision already works in 10 of the
affected countries, and with 40 years of experience in the
region, World Vision workers come alongside struggling
villages with sustainable, long-term, transformational
community development programs supported by life-
changing child sponsorships. The stafl around the world
has been mobilized to respond to this horrendous disaster,
with close to 4,000 WV employees working tirelessly 1o
help hurting children and families. WV was able to begin
responding within hours, providing food, shelter and care.

Adrlifts are scheduled for Indonesia and Sri Lanka,
and three already have landed carrying hundreds of tons
of relief supplies. 1 is estimated that approximately 1.8
million people are in need of food aid. The hardest-hit
countries are Indonesia, Sri Lanka, India, and Thailand.

The response 1s beginning to shift from the basic
necessities to cleanup, prevention of disease, rehabilita-
tion, and importantly, the protection of children who have
been made vulnerable by this tragedy. World Vision 1s
eslublishing children's centers in each country to help
meel the physical and psychological needs of young
people.

Other needs 1o be met in the coming weeks and
months include providing temporary and long-term
shelter, repairing water supplies, rebuilding schools,
helping familics with income-generating activities, and
providing for health care needs. World Vision differs

(Continued on Page 2)






