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An African Awakening

Valerie Bell, author, radio, television and
conference spokesperson, was the guest speaker
at our January 13, 2009 Partnership meeting.
Valerie, who lives with her husband in Kildeer,
[llinois, spoke to us of her personal “transforma-
tion” which began with her first trip to Africa in
2006.

Valerie’s first visit to Africa was with

‘Age of Love’, but we are in the ‘Age of AIDS."”
It is the greatest pandemic in history and, as
Christian women, we have an obligation to show
up and make a difference.

When Valerie visited one community,
she was very touched by a young mother named
Ashina. She not only cared for the several chil-
dren of her own, but had taken in her sister’s

Women of Vision. Her journal
entry on February 25, 2006,
described her first impressions
very simply, “I have seen Africa.
I have met AIDS.” She was not
prepared, she says, “to see the
haunting, listless faces, the slow

“The world s
poorest are caring

for the world s
sickest people.”

orphaned children as well. Ashi-
na’s husband had decided to leave
her and the children, since one of
her nieces, a four year old named
Faith, had AIDS. Sadly, Faith
died shortly after the Women of
Vision tour. This truly made an

painful stiffness accompanying
every body movement, the vacuous, expression-
lesseyes.”

Africa was very different from what she
expected to find. The pictures that we see, she
shared, do not show the enormity of its prob-
lems; in particular, AIDS. She never imagined
the scarcity of medical care in Africa. Itisa
place where the world’s poorest are caring for the
world’s sickest people.

Valerie came home from her trip a
changed person. She vowed to make a difference
for the people of Africa. As she spoke, Valerie
firmly stated that she is not an expert on poverty
or AIDS. She did state that, “We are not in the

impact on Valerie Bell’s life. She

knew that she must make radical changes in her
own life and personally join the fight against
AIDS.

Valerie’s story is chronicled in her book
An African Awakening. A small amount of
money goes a long way in the world of poverty.
Mother Theresa often challenged mankind with
the statement, “If you can’t be the whole world,
be a change person.” Help to educate the world.
Buy a cow or better yet, purchase a starter herd
as Valerie Bell did. We can make a difference
and Valerie Bell left each of us challenged to do
our part in the battle against AIDS.
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Calendar for 2009-2010

*Partnership Meetings will be Monday Mornings
From 9:45 to 11:30 at Christ Episcopal Church

September 14, 2009 Fall Retreat “Called to Serve”

Guest Speakers:

Team:
October 19

Guest Speaker:

Programs Team:

October 2 - 4

November 16

Guest Speaker:

Team:

December 4 - 5

December 14

January 11

Guest Speaker:
Team:

Jan. 28 - Feb 10

February 25
Guest Speaker:

March 7 - 10

March 29

Leighton Ford, Devotional
Deborah Harris, “I’'m Here

for a Purpose”

Guatemala

Area of Education:
Serving in “Samaria”
Romanita Hairston, VP WVUS
Appalachia

Appalachia Vision Trip
ReVOLVE Tour

Area of Education:
Serving vs. Helping
(Serving Our Community)
Paul Hanneman

Harvest Center (Field trip/
lunch at Harvest Center)

Christmas in Appalachia
Christmas Coffee at Posey Mealy’s
Jean Ford, Devotional

Area of Education:

The Cycle of Service
(Giving Back)

Manny O’Honme
Advocacy: “Call to Action™

Ethiopia Trip
Fundraiser/Anniversary

Rich Stearns

WOV National Conference,
Washington, DC

Area of Education:
International (Serving the World)
Ethiopia Trip Team Report/
Conference Report
FriendRaiser with Angela Mason
Sponsorship featured
Luncheon at Kim Belk’s

- Program TBA

—FYI—
Recommended Books

The Hole in Our Gospel, by Richard Stearns
Jan Stubblefield and Kitty Bauknight will hold a book
study in January. Date to be announced.

The Attentive Life: Discerning God's Presence in All
Things by Leighton Ford, guest speaker at our WOV
Fall Retreat.

It All Goes Back in the Box by John Ortberg;
author of If' You Want to Walk on Water, You Have to
Get Out of the Boat. Laughter and tears and biblical
insight into defining our call in life.

Monique and the Mango Rains: Two years with a Mid-
wife in Mali, by Kris Holloway.

This book depicts the author’s decade-long
friendship with Monique Dembele, an accidental mid-
wife who became a legend. Monique saved lives and
dispensed hope every day in a place where childbirth is
a life-and-death matter. This book tells of Moniques’s
unquenchable passion for a better life in the face of
poverty, an arranged marriage and endless backbreak-
ing work, as well as her tragic and ironic death. In
the course of this deeply personal narrative, as readers
immerse themselves in the rhythms of village life, they
come to know her as a friend, as a mother and as an
inspired woman striving to find her place in a chang-
ing world. From witnessing her first village birth to the
night of Monique’s own tragic death, the author draws
on her first person experiences in Mali, her graduate
studies in maternal and child health, medical and clinic
records, letters and journals, as well as conversations
with Monique, her family, friends and colleagues, to
give readers a unique view and a friend in West Africa.



Find Us Faithful

“OUR VISION FOR EVERY CHILD, LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS:
OUR PRAYER FOR EVERY HEART, THE WILL TO MAKE IT SO.”
Mission of World Vision International

Dr. Stephen A. Hayner, Peachtree Associate
Professor of Evangelism and Church Growth at Co-
lumbia Theological Seminary in i
Decatur, Georgia, was the guest EI
speaker at our Women of Vi-
sion, Charlotte Fundraiser held
at Quail Hollow Country Club
on February 26, 2009. Jean
Ford introduced her friend, Dr.
Hayner, to the 200 Partners and
guests in attendance, noting that
he is a prolific writer and advi-

sor to many boards, networks

Whitman College in Washington,

a M.T. S. from Harvard Divinity School, a Th.M
from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and a
PhD. from the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.
Dr. Hayner’s message, “Find Us Faithful”, centered
on the Biblical call to keep God as the first priority in
every aspect of

our lives.
“For
the eyes of the

“Christian practices

are supposed to focus
us, and connect us to
what truly matters in

the journey.”

Lord range
throughout
the earth to
strengthen

those whose
hearts are fully committed to Him.” (II Chronicles
16:9) Dr. Hayner stated that remaining faithful
“committed to Him” in both our inner and outer life
is central to realizing the purpose that God has in
creating you and in fulfilling the specific plan He
has designed just for you. He stressed that in these
changing times, it can be difficult to align our outer

Dr. Stephen Hayner, guest speaker for the

and institutes . _ Fundraiser held at Quail Hollow Country
and 1nstitutes, holds a B.A. from Club in February, 2009.

lives with what we truly believe. How can we live
faithfully in today’s world? We must ask ourselves
what it means to live in a deep-
ening relationship with God.
What resources are available
to us? What and whom will we
serve? How will we engage the
battles? Christian practices are
meant to focus us and connect
us to what truly matters in the
journey of life.

Dr Hayner went on
to encourage us as individuals
and as The Church to listen and
observe, watch and learn; to take
a fresh look at the call and opportunities of faithful-
ness. “The culture is changing and former ways of
communicating God’s Good News may no longer
seem relevant.” It is a time to step up to explore the
many opportunities and avenues of preaching, dis-
cipleship, worship and leadership development that
will have a meaningful and significant impact on the
future of evangelism in the church. The new leaders
are eager to tell the old story, the story of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, in a new culture.

As we seek to live out God’s plan for our
lives, we continue to strive to live with commitment,
dependability, availability and trustworthiness. We
strive to live with faithfulness. Dr. Hayner closed
with a challenge and a blessing: Walking in God’s
will, faithfulness is the only path that ultimately
brings any lasting rewards and He longs to find us
faithful; for God is eager to bless those “whose hearts
are fully committed to Him.”






