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September Retreat Launches a New Year
of Service, Spiritual Growth,
Fellowship and Education

Charlotte Women of Vision kicked
off the year with our Partnership Retreat
and Luncheon on Monday, September 8,

2008, at Myers Park Presbyterian Church.

In their August letter to the parner-
ship our co-chairs, Abbie and Rush, re-
minded us that the topic of our Fundraiser
in February was “The Power of One.”
They emphasized “that while collective
action is powerful, it is important for us to
recognize and respond to the opportuni-
ties in which we can individually make a
difference in someone’s life, acting with
the compassion that reflects God’s Love.

Lloyd Ogilvie said, “Without God we

can’t, without us He won’t.” With that

in mind, we have chosen Be the Blessing
as our theme for the year. You can be the
aroma, the heartbeat of heaven in the here
and now and will yourself be blessed as
you are the blessing.” Our retreat speaker,
introduced by Toler Edwards, was Sarah
Knott, who inspired us with her wonderful
message “First Thing First”. After small
group discussions Sarah closed our meet-
ing with final thoughts and a blessing. The
partners then enjoyed lunch and fellowship

time.

See Sarah'’s complete message

on Page 3




Women of Vision, a volunteer
ministry of World Vision, is a
partnership of Christian women
who are called to invest their time,
intellect, compassion, creativity

and finances to meet the needs of
impoverished and oppressed women
and children. Founded in 1950
World Vision is an international
Christian humanitarian organization
serving the world’s poorest

children and families in nearly 100
countries, including the United
States. As women who believe that
God works through human hands
and hearts, Women of Vision seeks
to educate and motivate women

of diverse ages, backgrounds, and
circumstances to use their God-
given resources to meet human
needs in their own communities and
around the world.

MISSION STATEMENT
In the name of Christ, we are
committed to making a significant
difference through Him, by Him,
in Him, in the lives of women

and children in poverty in our

community and in the world.

WOMEN OF VISION OF
CHARLOTTE GOALS

Deepen our commitment to
Christ.

Promote and increase
awareness of World Vision
and its international mission
of relief and development,
working with the poor in the
name of Christ.

Educate ourselves and others
about the condition of women
and children in poverty.
Strengthen committed
partnership within the
organization working to
increase diversity.

Make a significant difference
in the lives of women and
children in poverty as we work
together in partnership with
World Vision internationally,
Women of Vision nationally,
each other locally, people we
serve globally, and with all
other organizations.

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 26, 2009 Fundraiser

Quail Hollow Club
March 24, 2009 Partnership Meeting
April 16th, 2009 Friendraiser

Quail Hollow Club
May 5, 2009 Partnership Luncheon

Home of Carolyn Hudson

July 13, 14, 15, 2009 Appalachia Summer Camp

DID YOU KNOW

+ There are more than 2,500 homeless children attending Charlotte
Mecklenburg Schools

»  More than 100,000 people in Mecklenburg County live below the
federal poverty level

»  50% of people in Charlotte shelters are working poor who cannot
afford a roof over their heads

«  On any given night, more than 5,000 people are homeless in
Charlotte. Many are single working women with children

« Homelessness can be devastating for a child...87% of homeless
children worry something very bad will happen to their family

A reference book that might interest-you-is-Charles-A Krotoff’s: -
54 Ways You Can Help the Homeless

The New Poverty: Homeless Families in America (Hardcover by
Ralph Dacosta Nunez

Honor Cards are available for sale for a minimum of $10.00
each. We have two sizes with envelopes (the half page size and the quar-
ter page size), and we have the insert Honor Card, that does not include
an envelope.

Kitty Bauknight has volunteered to take over this project , so
please feel free to call Kitty at 704-331-9469 or email her if you have
questions or would like to purchase the cards.

Christmas Coffee:
Rush Coe graciously host-
ed a beautiful Christmas
coffee for Charlotte Wom-
en of Vision. We celebrated
our Savior’s birth with a
Christmas meditation from
Jean Ford and singing led
by Joe Anne Cole.

Jean Ford and Rush Coe at Charlotte Women of
Vision Christmas Coffee.




Sarah’s Message to Us

“It’s quiet. It’s early. My coffee is hot. The
sky is still black. The world is still asleep. The day is
coming.

In a few moments the day will arrive. It will
roar down the track with the rising of the sun. The
stillness of the dawn will be exchanged for the noise
of the day. The calm of solitude will be replaced by
the pounding pace of the human race. The refuge of
the early morning will be invaded by decisions to be
made and deadlines to be met.

The Bible tells us over and over to be still
before the Lord. Sarah believes that for women it is
essential that we have a quiet time daily with Him. It
is like tuning your instrument. A.W. Tozier tells us
that “worshipping is taking what is in our head and
letting it drop to your heart”. The Lord never com-
mands us to do things that he doesn’t enable us to do.
She reminded us of the story of Mary and Martha as
they meet Jesus and serve Him in their home. She

asked us to examine ourselves to see

For the next twelve hours
[ will be exposed to the day’s de-
mands. It is now that I must make a
choice. Because of Calvary, I'm free

to choose. And so I choose.” This is know about who God is,

quoted from Max Lucado.

ry

With so much time consumed gre.

“Worship is defined as

responding to all that we

with all that we have and

if we are a Martha or a Mary. Most
of us tend to fluctuate between the
two. Sarah reminded us that we
need to choose to be with Jesus dur-
ing our private time and be willing
to quiet our minds to other distrac-
tions. We need to be a Mary. Out of
true worship comes true service. We
must choose to be still first and He

with the demands of daily.living, .
how can a woman find moments to
renew herself? Where can she go for the encourage-
ment and motivation she needs to keep meeting the
needs of others and stretching for her personal best?
These are the questions answered by Sarah
Knott, a former BSF teaching leader from Raleigh,
North Carolina, a mother of six and a woman with a
real heart for the Lord. Sarah’s talk was titled “First
Thing First”. She reminded us that the Bible 1s em-
phatic that true worship of the Lord is necessary in
our discipleship. She challenged us to look into our
hearts and see who and what we truly worship. She
reminded us that worship is defined as responding to
all that we know about who God is, with all that we
have and are. Romans 12:1 tells us to offer our bod-
ies as a living sacrifice, that everything we do should
be a form of worship. In Roman 3:23 we are told by
Paul that Jesus paid the penalty for our sin so that we
can be in relationship with God and thus we are able

to worship Him.

will direct us.

Sarah provided the following encourage-
ments to help us choose “First Thing First”: Pray
and ask the Lord to be intimate with you; Expect a
battle from Satan. He hates most for Jesus Christ to
be worshipped; Be still with the Lord and be delib-
erate with your time. He will show you when and
where you should be alone with him, if you ask. Do
not leave until every thought is about Him; Use the
Bible and study the scriptures during your time of
worship; Praise him with hymns; Totally submit and
surrender to the Lord and ask him to show you any
sin that has entered your heart.

Bob Pierce, the founder of World Vision, was
intimate with the Lord and fought to keep his alone
time with Jesus. Sarah reminded us that only a few
are willing to turn away from our regular daily rou-
tines to a deeper relationship with the Lord through
worship. Only through true worship can true service

flow.



Poverty in Rural America

Charlotte Women of Vision Partnership
Meeting on October 14, 2008 focused on “Poverty
in Rural America.” Ruston Seamon, who is direc-
tor of World Vision Appalachia and director of Rural
Program Ministries along with his wife Donna,
inspired us with stories of his work and his hope to
help those in need of the Lord. He told us of when
he first arrived in Phillipi, West Virginia, and how
these people of Appalachia truly ambushed his heart.
He could feel how hopelessness and darkness were
the feelings that these people lived with. He saw
how discouraged they were about day to day life in
these small depressed communities, living in trail-
ers, surrounded by adults struggling to just get by
and who have organized their childrens’ lives around
eligibility for Social Services. To these people it all
feels as if they are stuck and that the problems are
unsolvable. However, Ruston knew that World Vision
helped communities all over the world. He initially
went to World Vision and asked for a basketball
court. He raised $1000. This was the seed that
brought hope and love to this little community and it
has since grown into a wonderful ministry there. He
shared with us pictures and life stories of the children
of Appalachia so that we could begin to see how the
image of these children becomes marred in a signifi-
cant way by the poverty which they live.

God has blessed us with wonderful people
such as Ruston and Donna ministering to the com-
munity of Phillipi, West Virginia. Our Charlotte
Chapter is privileged to be a partner in ministry
with World Vision Appalachia. There are 35 women
serving on this committee and they are passionate
about their service in Appalachia. They have made
us believe that poverty is not inevitable and that we
can invest in poor children, poor youth and working
poor families. There is no magic bullet to turn these
places around, but we have learned a lot about what
works. Investments in children’s early education, en-
gaging the youth and stability in the home, do make a
difference.

We all have a responsibility to help these
children have hope, education, skills, role models and
a future. Many thanks to the Appalachia team for
making some of these dreams come true.

Here are some of the projects that this team
initiated during 2007 — 2008:

+ A Store Front Initiative out of which the Kid
Reach program is run

» Coaches and mentors advise and help with
community resources

« A three day Christian Camp for girls in the
summer

« Fourteen girls and four mothers came to
Charlotte for the Revolve Tour

« Eighteen partners traveled to West Virginia
with Christmas stockings, coats and hats, and
necessary items for a Christmas party for the
children.

» Neighbor to Neighbor Closet

CHARLOTTE
WOMEN OF VISION

2008-2009 New Partners
Anderson, Betty Liles, Betsy
Angel, Linda Livingston, Angela
Bailey, Sarah Long, Cathie
Belk, Kim McGuire, Susanne
Belk, Sarah McMillan, Denise
Bell, Mollye Morris, Amy
Brackett, Caroline Muldowney, Megan
Breeden, Angela Rhyne, June
Brooks, Cindy Roper, Missy
Bryan, Scott Shea, Ann

Shockley, Laura
Simonini, Libby

Cathey, Lynne
D’ Alessandro, Sally

Deans, Robin Troy, Carol
Dennis, Pamela Walker, Barbara
Dickens, Mary Margaret Wohlbruck, Teresa

Edwards, Leigh
Farr, Lisa

Fisher, BJ /
Gatton, Angie W .
Gossage, Linda

Hamilton, Braden

Hull, Ginny







